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Yet, sir, with our armies occupying only the 
outskirts of the rebellious States, a million men 
standing in hostile arfay, our very authority 
scouted within cdnnon-shot of this Capitol, and 
no indication that a single rebellious State wishes 
to return, we are endeavoring to reconstruct and 
form anew governments for those States, {t is 
well known that the people of the South pride 
themselves more upon their rights prin- 
ciples than the people of any other gection of the 
Union. We have caused the entire mass of the 
South to believe that we are warring upon their 
institutions, and this opinion they have forcaed 
mostly from our.acts. Let us pass this bill, and 
the proof to them and to the world is positive, 
and we shall nerve our enemies to desperation, 
and God only knows how the conflict will end, 
We have no means to squander in Utopian 
schemes. We have been endeavoring by ourac- 


_tion this winter to make our country a vast negro 


poor-house anda negro rimary school, andnow, 
with the result of the President’s political cam- 
paign in Florida, and the disgraceful butchery at 
Olustee before us, we ought to pause and cast 
aside experiments and devote ourselves. to the 
stern realities of the war and the salvation of our 
country. When the rebellion is subdued it will 
then be time for political quacks to administer 
their nostrums. sah , 

In this connection, to prove that patriotism is 
not the inspiring motive of this proposed recon- 
struction, | have a few facts to relate of an inci- 
dent in Michigan, On the 3d of November last 
an election was to be held for city officers in 
Detroit; and as that city furnishes two Repub- 
lican Senators in the other branch of this body it 
was necessary for that party to carry the election. 
At the time companies of the provost guard were 
stationed in Detroit. These were soldiers of the 
volunteer force in the service of the United States 
drawn from all parts of the country. 

To aid in“the project, and give a quasi-legal 
character to the proceedings, and it may be to 
initiate a system and furnish a plan for like vot- 
ing in the reconstructed States, the following was 
procured: ‘ 

Unirep States District-Arrogney’s Orrice, 
Derroit, Micuican, October 23, 1863. 

GenTLeMeN: I have received your request for my opin- 
ion as to the question whether the soldiers now in the 
barracks in your ward are entitled to have their names 
registered and to vote there. The military post is the 
home of the soldier; the law compels him to abide there, 
no matter where his wife and children dwell, or where he 
exercises his calling in time of peace. A soldier, in con- 
templation of law, is without family or calling outside of 
camp. He eannut go where his tamily is, aud would be 
disfranchised were it not that his residenee is held to be 
where the military order fixes it. In my ae the mar- 
ried as well as the single soldier is entitled to be registered 
and to vote. The provision of the constitution of Michi- 
gan, article seven, section five, refers, 1 think, to the ser- 
vice of the United States in the regular and not in the 
volunteer army. It is to be interpreted with reference to 

. 


the state of in 1850, when the constitution 
was formed and when existence of a volunteer army, 


such as there is now in the country, was not 
As to > 


the volume twel United States 
Statutes is Pine af | e of 
6 who gales tee Gales Gee 

may be admit- 


of intention. 


on. 
Very respectfully, your obedient saree 


: Dries Bates Distelet i ray, 
The intention of the persons interested in this 
communication is too a . It will be no- 
ticed that it bears date 23, 1863. WNo- 
vember 2 and 3 the following orders were issued: 


Orrice or Unirep Stares Mitrrary Comman 
deen nee ernotr, November 2, 1603.” 
Lieutenam Joun Van Stan, Detroit Barracks: — 

Your tricuds in uywn expect activity from you 


Soy 
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Derrorr, Barracks, November 3, 1863. 
Sin: This being the day of the angual election in ph 

State, in obedience to orders issued by Lieutenant Colon 
JR. Smith, military commander, you will detail good, effi- 
cient non-commissioned officers to take charge of detach- 
ments of such members of the provost guard as are voters, 
to escort them to the polls of the several wards of which 
they may be voters, that they may have the privilege of ex- 
ereising the rights belonging to every American citizen, 
and, when they shall have so cast their votes, return them 
to camp; and here allow me to suggest that, while your 
comminder would not attempt te dictate the manner in 
which the members of the provost guard shall vote, f may, 


perhaps, say that it is very desi , in facet, our duty, to 
sustain the dministration both by word and 


deed. 
E, D, ROBINSON, 
Captain Commanding Michigan Provost Guard, 
Lieutenant Jonn 'T. Vax STan, Michigan Provost Guard. 


Officers of the day will pass Lieutenant Van Stan, with 
such members of the provost guards as he may desiguate, 
during the day, wutil six o’clock this r m. 

, E. D. ROBINSON, 


Captain Commanding Michigan Provost Guard. 


These orders, and the opinion, form a curious 
commentary upon the purity of elections, and 
give us an impressive lesson of what we may ex- 

ct where the civil and military authorities com- 

ine to overthrow the voice of the people. The 
district attorney of Michigan is not a law officer 
of the State, nor is he the official adviser of the 
board of registration or election. There are offi- 
cers designated by the State laws upon whom is 
devolved this duty to advise, yet*we find a letter 
directed to a board in the tenth ward of Detroit 
advising a nullifying the laws of the State, Then 
we have the military commandant issuing his or- 
der requiring “‘ activity,’? and announcing that 
Senator Howarp “‘ spoke to meabout you.”” This 
was followed by an order from a subordinate re- 
quiring the soldiers to be ‘‘ gscorted’’ to the polls 
in ** squads’’ under charge of .three officers, and, 
‘* afler voting, to be returned to camp!’’ And to 
cap the climax of this attempt to trample upon 
the rights of the freemen of Detroit, the soldiers 
are very gravely informed, “it is their duty to 
sustain the Administration, both by word and 
deed !”’ 

Ordinary language is inadequate to properly 
comment upon these proceedings, | will not spec- 
ulate upon the length of time necessary, if such 
a course be persisted in without eppositian, for 
our liberties to be obliterated. The ballot-box 
becomes a stupendous farce, a free election a 
‘* presidential joke.’’ 

Get us apply this case to the bill under consid- 
eration. A registration of the votes is required, 
and if one tenth of those registered take the oath 
the election can be held. ow, Suppose some 
facile district attorney should decide that the sol- 
diers ‘‘motin the regular Army”’ who have been 
ina State fora given length of time were citizens, 
and could be registered, take the oath, and vote. 
There are thousands of our volunteer forces in 
many of the seceded States who have resided there 
ovet two years. Their ‘home’? is the military 
post, and if any question arises as to the legality 
of their rights, this opportune decision from Mich- 
igan is in point, and the fact is accomplished. 

1 will dwell no longer upon this subject. The 
principles involved in the bill are of too serious 
a nature to permit it to pass with less than | have 
said. lam no friend of the rebellion or of the 
rebel States. I fervently desire to see our armies 
successful, the Union restored, and peace and 
harmony once more prevail, I do not belong to 
that class of individuals who believe that we can 
have peace without a decisive, overwhelming vic- 
tory, nor fod Mapp eM it can be obtained if the 
present policy of the Administration be persisted 
in. 1 am in favor of rendering every constitu- 
tional aid to sustain, encourage, and reinforce our 
pies 7 now sipeabalad under our flag, and 
‘L have for every measure having in view 
that .. I shall continuesotodo. However 
much,of yacillation or incompetency may curse 
impede our progress toward victory, we 

pour eye soldiery nor despair 

ore e it in bade. Bove at 
day of peace may FAA, 
eae is with us; aod what- 
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: as 
ever may be the character of the Administration, 
our solemn ~ is to stand by the Government 
and protect and preserve it, that its administra- 
tion may pass into the keeping of Wiser, more 
patriotic and energetic counsels, with the Const- 


tution in a condition to be restored to its original 
urity. 


Mr. THAYER obtained the floor, but yielded to 

Mr. CRAVENS, who moved that the House 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon the 


House (at fifty minutes past nine o’clock, p.m.) 
adjourned. 


iN SENATE. 
Sarurpay, pri! 30, 1864. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Sonpertawp. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. SUMNER, I offer three different memo- 
rials from women of Dryden, New York, asking 
Congress at the earliest practicable day to pass 
an act emancipating all persons of African de- 


“scent held to involuntary service or labor. 1 


move that they be referred to the committee on 
slavery and freedmen. 

The motion was agreed to. , 

Mr.GRIMES. I present the petition of M. W. 
Galt & Brothers, and as | am told nearly all the 
persons who own or occupy stores and dwellings 
on Pennsylyania avenue and the streets adjacent 
thereto, CORE NSLS the principal business part 
of the city of Washington, who represent that 
very few appropriations have been made by the 
city councils for these localities, but that large 
amounts have been annually expended for the 
improvement of the suburbs of the city, They 
therefore pray Congress to pass a law requiring 
the paving, draining, cleaning, and watering of 
the avenue and the streets adjacent thereto under 
the control of acompetent engineer, the expenses 
thereof to be defrayed by the property-holders. 
I move that the petition be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOWE presented a petition of citizens of 
Big Lawrence, Brown county, and a petition of 
citizens of Little Lawrence, Oconto county, Wis- 
eonsin, praying for the establishment of a tri- 
weekly mail route from the northern terminus of 
the Northwestern railroad at Fort Heward, to 
Stiles, Oconto county, Wisconsin; which were 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices ard Post 
Roads. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of the 
city of Green Bay, Wisconsin, praying for the 
establishment of a tri-weekly mail route from the 
Northwestern railroad at osm Bay, to Stiles, 
Oconto county, in that State; which was referred 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. SUMNER asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
262) to provide for the -igraser efficiency of the 
civil service of the United States; which was read 
twice by its title. 
ihe bod U ; ooh As are sage soaunivins of 

‘ y that might proper e the subject of 
this bill into consideration, I shall ask that it lie 
upon the table, and be printed. The object of the 
bill is to provide a competitive system of exam- 


‘ination in the civil service of the United States, 


on was ordered to lie upon the table, and 
nted. 

r, WILSON asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce @ joint resolu- 
tion (S. No, 48) concerning appointments io the 
military service; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. GRIMES. J should like to hear the res- 
olution read atlength. 
The Secretary cead it. It provides that no 
officer.of the regular or volunteer forces, whose 
tment is required by law.to be made by 
resident, by and with the advice and con- 
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sent of the Senate, and who shall have cevigned 
his commission, and whose resignation shall have 
been accepted, shall be entitled to hold or exer- 
cise command in those forces until again appoint- 
ed thereto by the President, by and with the ad- 
vice and consent of the Senate; but the President 
may fill vacancies that may happeri during the 
recess of the Senate’ by granting commissions 
which shall expire at the end of their next ses- 
sion. 

Mr. WILSON. I move the reference of the 
joint resolution to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs and the Militia. 

The motion was agreed to. 


RIGHTS OF COLORED VOLUNTEERS. - 

Mr. SUMNER submitted the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to furnish to the Senate, if not incom 
the puolic interests, acopy of any opinion by the Attorney 
General on the 7 of colored persons in the Army or vol- 
unteer service of the Unjted States, together with the ac- 
companying papers. 

Mr, POWELL. 
sideration. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being 


made, it lies over. 
ARMORED VESSELS. 


Mr. SHERMAN submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and referred to the Committee on Printing: 

Resolved, That three thousand extra copies of the letter 


of the Secretary of the Navy, relating to armored vessels, 
be printed for the use of the Senate, 


I object to its present con- 


SAN RAMON LAND GRANT. 


Mr. HARDING. The Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 
371) for the relief of the settlers upon certain lands 
in California, have had the same under consider- 
ation, and directed me to report it back to the 
Senate with a recommendation that it pass. It 
is a short bill, and I will ask for its immediate 
consideration; I think it will excite no discussion 
whatever. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. It provides that any and all persons 
claiming, whether as preémptors or settlers, or 
under any grant or title, any of the lands included 
within the exterior boundaries of a certain grant 
for the rancho San Ramon, situate in the county 
of Contra Costa, in California, made to Bartolo 
Pacheco and Mariana Castro by Don Jose Fi- 
gueroa, Governorof Upper California, on or about 
the 10th of June, 1833, and which claim, or two 
leagues thereof, bas been confirmed by the district 
court of the United States in separate moieties, one 
in the name of Horace W. Carpenter, and the 
other in the name of Rafael Soto de Pacheco and 
others, by a decree of the court made and entered 
on or about the 4th of June, 1862, shall have the 
right in all courts to contest the correctness of the 
location of the lands so confirmed, within those 
exterior boundaries, notwithstanding any official 
or approved survey thereof now or hereaf- 
ter to be made under the decrees of confirmation, 
and notwithstanding any stipulation or consent 
given by the districtattorney of the United States 
authorizing such locations. In case it shall be 
found that the United States have title to any of 
the lands within those exterior boundaries, which 
have been settled upon and improved by any per- 
son, in good faith, under a bona fide claim of title, 
such occupant, and each settler ypon the lands‘so 
situated, is to be entitled to enter and receive a 

- 7 for ne Sane and sixty acres of land, 
imcluding his improvements, upon ment, at 
the proper land abe, of the Governineht brite of 
$1 25 per acre, and proving that he was one of 
ihe actual and bone settlers on the lands and 
nad made improvements thereon. 

Mr. JOHNSON. This seems to be an effort 
to reverse a decision of the Supreme Courtof the 


United States, " 

. ‘oe HARDING. I aioe coin it. 
two were authorized district 

attorney to be taken or wabcepe shine: Manton 


terior boundaries of the grant which embraced 


fextnbiting ae Sensye. survey ; 
‘ing & map J 

has not been ‘a the d 
but is on file as chewrd-cane abou at 
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derstand that it has been passed upon by the 
court, 

Mr. JOHNSON. 1 ask for the reading of the 
bill again. 

The Secretary again read it. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The Senator from Oregon 
will find on looking at the act passed in July, 
1862, | think, that persons who have an interest 
in the location of grants which have been con- 
firmed by the Supreme Court of the United 
States, or by the district court where there is no 
appeal, have a right to intervene on the question 
of location. The very object of the act of 1862 
was to settle the correctness of the location as 
between allcontesting claimants. Now for aught 
that I can know, or for aught that the Senator 
can know unless he has got a telegram wey: 
the district judge below may have confirmed the 
survey. 

The honorable member gives me a slip from a 
newspaper which I suppose has been some twenty 
or thirty days in getting here. 

Mr. HARDING. Thirty. 

Mr. JOHNSON. It has been thirty days in 
getting here, and in the mean time the survey may 
have been acted upon, and we should therefore 
be doing what I think, even if we have the power 
to do it, is quite bad in point of policy. 

These Mexican grants in California are gen- 
erally grants of lands within certain external 
boundaries.- The rule which governsat common 
law, as the Senate is perfectly aware, is that the 
physical external boundaries govern the course 
of the distance and govern the location, If the 
grant, therefore, professes to, be a grant included 
within certain external boundaries, although it is 
represented to contain only one league or two 
leagues, and in point of fact it includes twenty 
leagues, the grantee isentitled to the whole twen- 
ty; but the Supreme Court of the United States, 
in the case of Fossatt, decided, the question being 
directly presented there, that the true construc- 
tion of a Mexican grant, which in that particular 
was to be governed dy the Mexican law, was that 
the course and the distance of the outer bound- 
ary were not to be considered as paramount in 
controlling the construction of the grant or in as- 
certaining the quantity of the land granted, but 
that the party under a grant of that description 
was entitled only to hold the quantity of land 
called for in the grant, and that the only effect of 
calling for the exterior boundaries was that he was 
obliged to locate that quantity within those ex- 
terior boundaries. iar 

In this case, as I understand it, there are two 
leagues to which the grantee is entitled under a 
grant by boundaries which may include some fif- 
teen or twenty leagues, or whatever may be the 
quantity the boundaries will include. Thisgrant 
is brought up here and is confirmed by the Su- 
preme Court of the United States. The decision 
of the Supreme Court of the United States is a 
decision only affirming the validity of the grant. 
It does not give to the grantee any specifi@ portion 
of the land included within the external bounda- 
ries. It is necessary under the act of 1851 and 
the act of 1862 that the decision should go back 
to the district court, and that the survey should 
be made there by the surveyor general. 

As the law stood originally, before the act of 
1862 was passed, there was no mode in which 
any person claiming an interest in having that 
survey correctly made could interfere atall. Jus- 
tice, it may be supposed, was secure by the act 
of 1851, providing that the judgments in these 
cases should only be conclusive as against the 
United States and the claimant. But in order to 
settle the whole dispute in controversy, the act of 
1862 was passed, and that act provides that any 
person who may have and can show to the court 
that he has an interest in the survey of the grant 
has a right to intervene and contest any survey 
that has been made, if he thinks that it operates 

nr to his interest and satisfies the court 
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preme Court, as that decision is carried out by 


the district court. If the decision of the district 

court has been already pronounced and is erro- 

neous, and these adversary claimants have made 

themselves parties to the proceeding, as they were 

authorized to do, as I have just stated, under the 

act of 1862, they can bring it up to the Supreme 

Court and have the controversy decided there. 

That was done in the case of Fossatt at the last 

term. Fossatt claimed under atitle, the validity / 
of which was not disputed, to be entitled to what 

was Galled the New Almaden quicksilver mine. 

Whether he was or was not, depended on the 

manner in which his land was to be located. 

There was another grant issued to a man by the 

name of Berre , and the holders under that 

grant insisted updn it that the true location of 

that gPant, which was prior in point of time to | 
Fossatt’s, was to include the New Almaden mine; ; 
and if they had succeeded in that they would 

have been the owners of that mine. That ques- 

tion was tried here in the Supreme Court, and 

the court decided that the true construction of 

these two conflicting conterminous grants, Berrey- 

esa’s being the elder and Fossatt’s the younger, 

was to give to a et tract the mine, because 

the true running of the elder tract did not include 

the mine; and that settled the dispute. 

It would seem to me, and | submit it to the 
honorable member from Oregon, that what he is 
now about to do would be precisely what would 
be done if this was proposed: Fossatt has got 
the mine by a decision of the Supreme Court; 
there are a great many other persons who claim 
that the mine is really upon public land, and they 
may be in possession. Suppose they were to 
come in here and ask us to pass a law saying 
that the decision of the Supreme Court of the 
United States giving the land to Fossatt should 
not be conclusive, but that they might prosecute - 
their claims as against Fossatt. That would be 
in direct conflict with the decision of the Supreme 
Court, and unjust as it seems to me in point of 
fact; certainly it would be inexpedient in regard 
to policy. 

1 submit, therefore, to the honorable member 
that perhaps it would be better to let the bill lie 
on the table until we can ascertain more particu- 
larly what is to be the operation of it. These 
lands are very valuable, I suppose, though I know 
nothing about this tract, and never heard of it 
before; but these lands in California are valuable, 
and there has always been a contest between the 
grantee and whatare called squatters. California 
was settled early by every variety of an enter- 

rising population. There was nobody there 
rdly who could tell what lands were granted 
and what lands were not granted, or what were 
the bounds of the granted lands; and men would 
take sion 0 ery thing, which in point of 
fact was notin the sagneh paneangion of somebody 
else. That has produced a conflict between what 
are called squatters and those who are called 
rantees, @ meee wana view to Pane ae those 
tes as rapidly as Congress su justice 

a ae should be settled that. 9 ch of 


uired 
1862 was passed. 
Mr. HARDING. Itappears to me that a state- 


rem ahenie come muons ——? the Senate of the 
ty. ing this bill. 

Epes ehimpante under this Mexican grant brought 
suit in the United States district court, or rather 
a suit was brought in the United States district 
court, the claimants _— one party, and the 
United States, represented by the distfict attor- 
ney, another party. The claim was for two 
leagues! Thetwo had been marked and 
the boundaries » as it was ascertained in 
the court, and the court made a decree granting 
to the claimants two leagues of land by the bound- 
aries. From that decree the claimants appealed 
Court of the United States. After 
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and forms. It is if the marks on this paper [ex- 
hibiting a map] can be seen as represented there, 
perfectly spider-shaped. ‘ 

The Senator from Maryland, as I think, ap- 

lies’ his argument to cases between different 

panish claimants; and the act to which he refers 
relates to claimants under Spanish grants, and 
not to cases between claimants and settlers on the 
public lands under thegjws of the United States. 
Am I correct? 

Mr. JOHNSON, Itincludes everybody. 

Mr. HARDING. The persons who desire to 
contest this grant are settlers on the land which 
they supposed to be Government or public land. 
They ask now the privilege of contesting the right 
of these ish claimants or Mexican grantees 
to that part without the two leagues. « ‘They are 
not claimants under a Mexicangrant. They have 
no right to the land except as preémptors.- They 
cannot preémpt until the land is surveyed and 
brought into market; and the land cannot be 
surveyed and brought into market, as | under- 
stand it, until this Mexican grant is disposed of. 
Therefore it is necessary. to pass this bill to give 
them the right to preempt and settle the bounda- 
ries of this claim. ‘That is the whole matter, as 
1 understand it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to know 
whether that Mexican grant has been confirmed. 

Mr. HARDING. The survey has been filed 
in the district court, and the district court at the 
last dates had not confirmed the survey. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It is still an open ques- 
tion, then. 

Mr. CONNESS. 1 will begin by responding 
to the remark of the Senator from Maine. | heard 
him say that it was still an open question. It is 
notan open question in this, that the United States 
district attorney has stipulated that part of the 
case valuable to these settlers away, and which 
comprehends their rights, This is simply a case 
involving the question of whether certain settlers 
upon the land in question may go into court and 
reopen what was stipulated away against them 
by the United States district attorney. 

Let me present the case so that | think | can 
make it understood. This land claim is located 
in what is known as Contra Costa county in Cal- 
ifornia; it is a hilly or mountainous district lying 
eust of the city of San Francisco and across that 
bay. The larger portion of the country is mount- 
ainous and hilly land, the smalier portion of it 
valley land. In sang instances the valley land 
is found in very small nooks made by the ravines 
that run down from the mountains at their term- 
ination. The grantees in this case were determ- 
ined by the United States courts to be entitled 
to two leagues of land. The next question in- 
volved was where those two leagues of land should 
be located. As stated by the Senator from Ore- 
gon while an appeal was pending to the Supreme 
Court of the United States, involving a question 
of utle, the grantees entered into an agreement 
with the district attorney who was prosecuting 
the case on the part of the United States, that if 
they would withdraw their appeal he would agree 
on the pot of the United States that the grantees 
might locate their two leagues of land wherever 
they saw fit. The result hasbeen thatthey have 
located their two leagues of land in a form teat is 
not only inconsistent with all ideas of public sur- 
veys, but they have drawn their net about the set- 
tlement of every man living within miles of where 
theit land should be located. Wherever they. 
found a valuable settlement, an improved piece 
of property, there they ran their survey out and 
took it in, and | have before me here the tracings 
of a map which requires only to be looked at to 
establish its fraudulent character. 1t is an, out- 
rage upon those men so gross tnat it bears the 
stamp and impress of fraud uyon its face, These 
men, upon whose efforts the prosperity of | 
country rests, are to be despoi 
their valuable holdings : 
lation and agreement of the United States district 
attorney, not now in office, made without their 


consent, without their being parties to it, and 
every valuable acre of land in the vicinage is to 
be taken up by these ies, and the valueless 
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and deprived of 
homes by the stipu- |'- 


parties shall take it for better or for worse; that 
they shall take a part of the mountains and a part 
of the valleys; that they shall not run it into 
angles wherever they find a man’s holding or his 
settlement improved by his labor, which they 
have done in this case. 

The bill before us is not.a general act; it is a 
special act applicable to a special case where a 
gross and outrageous wrong has been. perpetra- 
ted. The general principles involved in the ques- 
tion of the location of lands within the exterior 
boundaries of these Spanish grants will be prop- 
erly in discussion when the bill that I introduced 
in this body, and which now is upon our table, 
shall be taken up, which I will move very shortly. 
But this bill involves the simple question whether 
these people shall be allowed to go into court, 
notwithstanding the stipulation made by the dis- 
trict attorney against them, by which they are 
despoiled of their homes, and reopen the case and 
get an honest and fair adjudication of it. I wi 
not continue to waste the morning hour further 
upon this question, but hope the Senate will pass 
the bill. 

Mr. JOHNSON. As I stated just now I have 
not the slightest knowledge of this particular case, 
but reading the paper which the honorable mem- 
ber from Oregon gave me | am satisfied that the 
policy of a measure like this bill is very objec- 
tionable. This | suppose is from a California 

aper. 
7 r. HARDING. The Alta. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The Alta, Itis headed ** The 
Slander Refuted:”’ ; 

THe SLanperR Rerurep.—This is the dignified head- 
ing of a communication in yesterday’s Alta in defense of 
Judge Hoffman, signed by J. B. Crockett. After quoting 
our strictures On the Outrageous survey of the San Ramon 
grant, now on file in the United States district court, he 
proceeds to refute what he is pleased to term a ‘ slander ;” 
butin reality succeeded in making a stronger case against 
Judge Hoffman than we did ourselves. He says: 

“SA stipulation was entered into between the United 
-Stares district attorney aud the claimant, Carpentier, by 
whici the latter abandoned bis appeal from th: decree lim- 
itidg the quantity to two Ivagues, in consideration of which 
the district attorney, on behalf of the United States, con- 
sented that Carpentier might select and focate the two 
leagues anywhere within the exterior limits of the general 
tract. A decree was entered, founded ou this stipulation.’ ”’ 

Now, the Senate will see that so far the Uni- 
ted States, as represented by the district attorney, 
and the claimant are dealing with the public lands 
of the United States, or rather with lands which 
would be the lands of the United States but for 
this grant. It can operate only, therefore, if per- 
mitted to operate at all, upon such lands as be- 
long to the United States, Thatis all. Now, it 
seems from what | have read that the decision of 
the district court limited the quantity that the 
claimant insisted upon it that. he was entitled to 
under the cireumstances of that case, he claim- 
ing a larger quantity than the quantity stipulated 
for in the grant, 

Mr. CONNESS. 1 never knew one of these 
claimants that did not, 

Mr. JOHNSON. Very well, then, there are 
two parties. The claimant says in this case, (1 
assume that now by way of illustration,) ** 1 am 
entitled under my grant to four leagues;’’ the 
district attorney says, ‘‘ You are enutled to but 
two;” the district judge decides that he is entitled 
to but two; but he takes an appeal from that de- 
cision to the Supreme Court of the United States. 
How that appeal would result nobody could tell. 
Jt might have been successfully prosecuted, and 
the United States would have lost four leagues of 
the lands that they claimed. In that state of the 
controversy the district attorney, in behalf of the 
United States, says to the claimant, ‘* Abandon 
“your appeal, admit that you are entitled only to 
two leagues, and you may locate your two 
leagues upon any part of the ‘lands within the 
outer limits of the grant that belong to the United 
States.”’ That'is all. ‘Go anywhere within 
‘these eXterior limits.”’ In one sense he had a 
ight to go anywhere within the exterior limits. 
oe9 honorable member from California says 
that where the quantity called for is less than the 
quantity included in the exterior liaits, the quan- 
uty called for must be located together in a body. 
I dv not know any law that requires it to 
located ina body. The practice may be to give 
such a Jocation us will make the two leagues one 
body of land, 1 do not understandsthat this sur- 
vey—I have not looked at the survey—does not 
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may not be in the body that the honorable Sena- 
tor thinks would be mght; but itis in one body. 
It is not in one form, it is in another form; but 
there is no intervening land between the lund laid 
out to the claimant by the survey under the stip- 
ulation and théland belonging to the United States 
or belonging to any other claimant. 

In the first place, then, this would seem to have 
been a valid agreement as ‘between thé United 
States and the claimant. But how does it stand? 
This paper goes on to say, afier denouncing Judge 
Hoffman for having sanctioned that stipalation: 

* We ask what right has Judge Hoffman to countenance, 
by his decree, stipulations that would warrant so outrage- 
ous a survey } On what ground of right or justice could 
he have traded off the homes of settlers who were never 
before included in the grant in consideration of the pre- 
tended concessions of Carpentier? We are told that Judge 
Hoffinan has not yet passed upon this survey ; Indeed, Mr. 
Crockett avers that it has in no manner been brought to 
his attention hitherto. It is true that he has not as yet 
passed on the survey ; but that it has been before him Mr. 
Crockett himself must be aware ; for some time La January 
he himself appeared before the eourt on behalf of the con- 
flicting Romero grant, and objected to the survey. Butthe 
main point of objection to J Hoffman’s action in the 
matter is, that he should by solemn deeree have justified 
and indorsed the stipulations on which this survey is based ; 
that instead of requiring Carpentier to take his land to a 
compact mass, he should huve authorized him to ran the 
most unnatural lines over a vast extentof country in order 
to gobble up the farms of meu who were never before pre- 
sumed to be on the San Ramon grant.” 

The case then is this: the survey is before the 
district court unacted on. Have not these par- 
ties a remedy if they think proper to avail them- 
selves of it? Let us see what are the provisions 
of the act of 1862, to which I adverted just now. 
After saying in what manner the surveys were 
to be made, it provides: 





“ Provided, however, Thatall parties claiming interest un- - 


der preémption, settlement, or other right or title derived 
from the United States, shall not be permitted to Intervene 
severally, but the rights and interests of said parties shall 
be represented by the district atiorney of the United States, 
intervening in name of the United States, aided by 
counsel acting for said parties jointly, if they think proper 
to employ such counsel.” 
* So that every man, whether he claimsa right 
or an interest under a preémption title, ander a 
settlement without oe preémption title, or by 
any ‘other right or title” in the language of the 
act, is at liberty to go before the court and con- 
test the survey. : 

Mr. HARDING. I do not understand it so. 
** Shall not be permitted to intervene”’ is the jan- 


uage, 

Mr. JOHNSON. The honorable member has 
read it hastily. That is not my case, for t have 
had occasion to read it very often, ta the case 
of persons claiming under the United States, they 
are not permitted to intervene separately, but they 
may intervene collectively, and they are at liberty 
to employ counsel, and it is the business of the 
district attorney of the United States to repre- 
sent them, too, it being the purpose of the Gov- 
ernment, of course, to see that justice isdone be- 
tween conflicting claimants.* 


Mr. CONNESS. ‘These settlers are not ¢on- . 


flicti: g claimants in any sense. 
Mr. JOHNSON. hy not? If they are not, 
it is because they have no rights. 
Mr. COWAN. They are no claimants. They 
onl ro ‘to come in in case the United States 
shall ound to have title. ~ 
Mr. JOHNSON. They may come in in behalf 
of the United States. This bill goes far beyond 
the act of 1862. ‘I'he second section of this bill 
provides: 
That in case it shall be found that the United States 
cries, which have boon Notiled wpoaune laprovcd.by any 
: an 
eoana. oto ‘orien, aan pons € ue, rc 
so : 
aed be entitled to enter aud feceive terit for She ben . 
: improvements, 
nohtah Mocenetons pembien tence ct 
the ac and’ bona (ide wewlery on seid lave and haa 
made improvements thereon before the pussage of this act. 
This assumes that the lands to be operated upon 
by the second section of this bill are public lands, 
and not the lands of the indivi claimant; and 
the question is now a question between the United 
States and the cular clas under this Mex- 
lean tile, what portion of the lands within the 
exterior boundariesis the claimant under the Mex- 
ican title entitled to. That depends upon the true 
location of the Mexican title. . if its vot truly 
located by the district judge, let them go be">re 
the district judge and prove it. If the district 


ares Sa ie ae a eae 


Fee PA BM 


A Ie Oy CO 


ce AT ppc DORE OO! AREAS om Teer iil ima A 


OMY INES. 








eee 








judge decides nine these settlers let them pros- 
ecute on appeal, That act gives an appeal. But 
how can you know, how do we know but that 
is a correct location? How do we know that the 
districtattorney who represented the United States 
had not a right to enter into that stipulation on 
behalf of the United States? That is a question 
to be decided upon judicielly, If he had the right, 
then the grantee is entitled to all the lands in- 
cluded within the survey made according to that 
stipulation. But you are now nbout. to Tegalae 
wholly regardless of the fact whether the ict 
attorney had the right or not, and wholly regard- 
less alea of the fact whether independent of such 
stipulation that survey would have been a correct 
survey. 

As I have before stated, | have not the slightest 
ku owledge of the particular claim or the claimant, 
but it seems to me that this bill is in effect a direct 
interference with the judiciary. 

Mr. CONNESS, Mr. President 

Mr. HARDING. Let us have a vote. 

Mr. CONNESS. Very well. 

Mr. COWAN. I think there is some misap- 
prehension, perhaps, about the facts here, as there 
is no report accompanying this bill, and I should 
be somewhat sorry to see it pass exactly in this 
form. As I understand the circumstances, the 
cluimants named here sought to recover eight 
leagues of land, and obtained a judgment there- 
for, from which the United States appealed; and 
then a compromise was effected between the dis- 
trict attorney of the United States and the claim- 
ants, by which the claimants agreed to take two 
leagues. 

Mr.HARDING. The claimant appealed, not 
the United States. 

Mr. COWAN, That is not the information I 
have. {| am instructed to say that the United 
States appealed, and that is the difficulty-—— 

Mr.JOHNSON. I will state to the honorable 
member, with his permission, that, as I collect 
from these papers, the first controversy between 
the United States and the claimant was whether 
the claimant had oops at all, whetber his grant 
was a good one, The United States appealed 
from the decision that it was a good title, and the 
Supreme Court sustained the title, decided that 
the grant was valid. They sent it down to the 
district court, and the stipulation was then en- 
tered into in consequence of the district judge 
having decided that he was entitled to only two 
leagues, From that decision the claimant ap- 
pen ed; and in order to induce him to abandon 

is appa the district attorney said, in behalf of 
the United States, If you will agree to take 
only two leagues, and abandon your appeal, you 
may Jocate your two leagues on any of the pub- 
lic lands within the outer boundaries.’* 

Mr. COWAN. Thatis the way I understood 
the Senator to make the statement before; and 
I am instructed by.a party who claims to have 
some interest here to say that the case is differ- 
ent. If thiscompromise was made on behalf of 
the United States by the proper officer, and made 
without any fraud, I should think it ought to be 
respected; and it would be mischievous to allow 
these people who have no claim, who only pre- 
tend to have aclaim in behalf of the United . 
to go into courtand involve the real owners in ad- 
ditional litigation. As 1 understand, there is no 
law to be repealed by this bill, which is said to 
be mischievous in its operation, or wl a has 
operated to prevent these men from enjoying any 
rights that ay.vats ever heretofore had; but it 
is simply to allow them to get behind a decree of 
the court, and compel the owners te try the case 
over again, If that be the case, and that is the 
way. it looks to meat the present.time, 
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age JOHNSON. I was not laughing at the 
nator. b 

Mr.CONNESS. I did not anderstand the Sen- 
ator as laughing at me. 
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se. 
a Mr. CONNESS. All right; there is no harm 
one. . 
The PRESIDENT tempore. 
er at this time call de ce special order of the 


Mr. ONNESS. I hope that will be inform- 
ally laid ‘aside. 
Mr. SHERMAN. 







T am satisfied that it will 





considerable discussion. Some Senators want to 
look into this matter, and I think it had better lie 






I prefer now going on with the special order, 
Mr. CON ESS. These bilfs in relation to 
@®ur country lie over week after week, and the 
session is drawing toa close. I think I can ap- 
peal to the Senator from Ohio and say to him 
that I show no disposition in this body to shirk 
the consideration of public questions, questions 
of great public interest, and we rarely occupy 
much of the time of this body. We are now on 
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special order. - 
Mr. CONNESS. 
der lie over until a vote he taken on this subject. 


Mr, SHERMAN. 







this bill will take much time. 

Mr. CONNESS. 
cussion and let the vote be taken. 

Mr.SHERMAN. Then let the special order 
be laid aside without any formal vote, by unan- 
imous consent. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I suggest, though I do 
not wish to interfere in this matter, that it may 
be as well to let this bill be disposed of. 1 am 
rather unwell to-day, and I do not think from the 
indications we can make much progress with the 
special order. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I propose to pass over the 
special order informally for a few minutes to see 
whether the Senator from California can get 
oeonen wis the bill. ' 

Mr. CONNESS. Iam willing to have a vote 













taken. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore, Is there an 
objection to laying aie the special order tn dis 
pose of this bill? The Chair hears no objection, 





and the bill is still before the Senate, and the Sen- 
ator from California is entitled to the floor upon it. 
Mr. CONNESS. I am willing to waive all 
farther discussion, and let the vote be taken. 
The bill was vepcrted to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to a third reading. It 
was read the third time; and Mr. Harpine called 
for the and nays on its passage, and they 


were ordered. 
‘Mr, DOOLITTLE. Before the roll is called 
I wish to any that the Senator from New Jerse 
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Mr.JOHNSON. 1 was laughing at something 


The Chair 


be almost impossible to get a vote now without 


over. I haye no objection to the bill myself, but 


this subject; I think we can get a vote on itina 
very few minutes, It is a very clear case, I was 
simply about to address myseif to the point that 
the stipulation entered into by the district attor- 


of the Chair to interrupt the Senator from Cal- 
ifornia unless a motion be made to lay aside the 
I move that the special or- 

If the Senator desires it, 
I have no objection that the special order shall lie 
over informally in order to test the point whether 


Lam, willing to waive dis- 
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bill No. 31, making a grant of land to the Lake 
Superior and Mississippi Railroad Company, in 
the State of Minnesota, to aid in the construction 
of the railroad of said company from St. Paul to 
Lake Superior. ‘Those amendments were referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands, and the com- 
mittee now recommend that the Senate concur in 
the House amendments with amendments; and 
as T there will bgno dispute about it, I 
ask that the report be acted on now. 

The report was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred 
Senate bill. No. 31, with amendments proposed by the 
House of Representatives, have had the same under con- 
sideration, and instructed me to report the same, with the 
following recommendation : 

1. That the Senate concur in the first amendment with 
an amendment, so as to read, “ Strike out after the word 
‘the,’ in line all to the word ‘so,’ in line twenty- 
four, arid insert in lieu thereof the words ‘State of Minne- 
sota for the purpose of aiding in the construction of a rail- 
road in said State from the city of St. Paul to the head of 


Lake Superior, every alternate section of public land of 


the United States, not mineral, ted by odd numbers, 
to the amount of five alternate sections per mile on each 
side of the said railroad, on the line thereof, within the 
State of Minnesota; but in ease it shall appear that the 
United States have, when the line or route of said road is 
definitely fixed, sold, appropriated, reserved, or otherwise 
disposed of any sections, or any part thereof, granted as 
aforesaid, or that the right of preémption or homestead set. 
tlement has attached to the same, then it shall be the duty 
of the Secretary of the Interior to select from the lands of 
the United States nearest to the lines of sections above 
specified in alternate sections or parts thereof.” 

2. ‘That the Senate concur in amendments two, three, 
four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten, eleven, and twelve. 

3. That the Senate concur in the thirteenth amendment 
with an amendment, so as to read “ Strike out the word 
‘ten’ and insert the word ‘ eight’ in lieu thereof.” 

4. That the Senate concur in the fourteenth amend- 
ment. 

5. That the Senate concur in the fileenth amendment 
with an amendment, so as tu read: oe 

Add the following as a new section: 

Sec. 8. And it ther enacted, That any railroad 
which may hereafter be constructed from any point on the 
bay of Superior, in the State of Wisconsin, shall be per- 
mitted to connect with the said railroad, for the construc- 
tion of which the said lands are hereby granted, at any 
point which may be seleeted by the 
ors of said railroad company so permitted to connect their 
said road,and the said railroad company so permitted to 
connect shall have the right and Privilege to transport or 
have transported over the track of said railroad forthe con- 
struction of Which the said lands are hereby granted, all 
or any of its cars, passengers, or freights, and the said rail- 
road. company contfolling the said road for the construction 
of which the said lands are hereby granted shall have the 
same right and pri to transport or have transported 
all or any of its cars, freights, or passengers over the track. 
of the said railroad of the company so permitted to connect, 
and said transportation shall be paid by the railroad com- 
pany using to the railroad company according the same at 
the ustial rates or charges which may be imposed by the 
said company upon all other cars, freights, or passengers. 

Mr. HOWARD. I should like to hear some ex- 
planation of those amendments from the chair- 
man of the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. RAMSEY. | hope the Senator from Mich- 
igan will not object. 

Mr. HOWARD. 
are voting upon. : 

Mr. HARLAN. TheSenate bill made a grant 
of lands to a railroad rh organized oo 
Legislature of Minnesota. The House of Rep- 
resentatives struck out the name of the company 
and inserted the name of the State, so that the 
grant will go to the State of Minnesota and not 
to the company. There is another amendment 
which is incomplete, probably owing to an inad- 
vertence in the other House. I refer to the pro-_ 
vision requiring the land outside of the ten miles 
granted to make up deficiencies within the ten 
miles, to be taken in alternate sections. By some 
oversight in drawing the amend ment in the House 
of Representatives, the on as to alternate 
sections was omitted, so that the grant would be 
# solid grant outside of the ten miles, unless the 
amendment that the committee now propose to 
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gether, unless some Senator desires a separate 
vote on eaclf amendment, 

Mr. HOWARD. I desire to ask the Senator 
from lowa whether the present bill as reported 
by the Committee on Public Lands allows the 
State of Minnesota to dis of these lands to 
any other company except the one which is men- 
tioned in the Senate bill. 

Mr. HARLAN. If the amendment shall be 
concurred in by the Senate the. will be to 
the State of Minnesota, and will be under the 
control of the Legislature of Minnesota. 

Mr. RAMSEY. It is satisfactory to us. 

Mr. HOWARD. Very well. 

The report was-agreed to. 


NATIONAL CURRENCY. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The special 
order will now be taken up. — 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I move that the Sen- 
ate proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 


ness. - 

Mr. SHERMAN. I trust the Senate will so 
far indulge us as to allow the formal amendments 
of the Committee on Finance to the bank bill to 
be acted on, and then I shall ask nothing further 
to-day on thatsubject. Ido not think it will take 
more than a few minutes to go through with those 
amendments. ; 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. It is very important 
for the interests of my State that we should have 
an executive session of about five minutes. - 

Mr. SHERMAN. You can have it after 
a while. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. If the Senator from 
Ohio desires to press his bill, 1 withdraw my mo- 
tion for the present. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I desire to have action on 
the amendment I offered last night to the bank bill. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 
395) to provide a national currency secured by a 
pledge of United States bonds, and to provide for 
the circulation and redemption thereof, the pend- 
ing question being on the amendment of Mr. 
CHANDLER to the amendment of the Commit- 
tee on Finance to the forty-first section. The 
committee’s amendment was to strike out the fol- 
lowing clause in the forty-first section of the bill: 


And nothing in this act shall be construed to prevent the 
taxation by States of the capital stock of banks organized 
under this act, the same as the property of other moneyed 
corporations, fur State or municipal purposes; but no State 
shall impose any tax upon such associations, or their cap- 
ital, cireulation, dividends, or business, ata h rate of 
taxation than shall be imposed by such State upon the 
same amount of moneyed capital in the bands of individual 
citizens of such State: Provided, That no State tax shall 
be imposed on any part of the capital stock of such asso- 
ciation invested in the bonds of United States depos- 
ited as security for its circulation. 


And in lieu thereof to insert: 


And in lieu of all other taxes, every association shall pay 
to the Treasurer of the United States, in the months of 
January and July, a duty of one half of one per cent. each 
half year from and after the Ist day of January, 1864, upon 
the average amount of its notes in circulation, and a duty 
of one quarter of one cent. each half year upon the 
average amount of its deposits, and a duty of one quarter 
of one per cent. each half year, as a > on the aver- 
age amount of its capital stock beyond the amount invested 
in United States bonds ; and in of default in the pay- 
ment thereof by any associations, the duties aforesaid may 
be colleeved in the manner 
United States duties of other corporations, or the Treasurer 
may reserve the amount of said Seiten ont of the iptocert 
as it.ma e due on, the bonds deposited with by 
such @ ing association. And it shall be the duty of 
cach association within ten days from the Ist days of Jan- 
uary and July of each year, to make a return under the 
oath of its or cashier to the f the Uni- 
ted States, in orm as he may athe aver- 
age amount of its notes in circulation, the av 
amount of its deposits, and of the average amount of 
geek mavens pe amount invested in United States 
for the six months next 
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or munici l but not at a greater than is as- 
sessed ie Sine sche capital in the hi 
vidual citizens of such . And all the remedics 
vided by State laws for the collection of sueh taxes shalt be 
applicable thereto: Provided, also, That nothing in this 
act shall exempt the real estate of associations from either 
State, county, or municipal taxés to the same extent, ac- 
cording to its value, as otler real estate is taxed. 


The amendment of Mr. Cuanpier was after. 


the word ** best’ and before the proviso to insert: 

Provided, That all taxes, State, county, and municipal, 
shall not exceed the amountof assessed by che State 
upon its local banks. ; 

| “Mr. FESSENDEN. I suggest to the Senator 
that his amendment does not come inatthe proper 
place, because as he has it the exception would 
| come before the subject-matter to which it is a 
limitation, 

Mr.CHANDLER. Very well, then, let it be 
put at the end of the proviso, ich 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think it would come in 
better at the end of the section. ‘ 

ots. CHANDLER. Very well,.let it be put 
there. ‘ 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It is covered now, how- 
ever, by a previous provision that the taxation 
shall not be at a greater rate than the taxation on 
moneys in the hands of individual citizens; but I 
see the object is to prevent a State making a dif- 
ferent rule to favor its local banks. 

Mr.CHANDLER. Precisely; that is the ob- 
| 
| 


ect. 
‘ Mr. FESSENDEN, I prefer that the Senator 
should withhold that until we come into the Sen- 
ate. I should like to look further into it. 

Mr. CHANDLER. At the request of the 
chairman of the Committee on Finagee I with- 
draw the amendment now, but I shall renew it 
when the bill comes into the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore, The amend- 
ment of the Senator from Michigan being with- 
drawn, the question is on the amendment of the 
Committee on Finance. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the committee was in 
section forty-four, which provides for the transfer 

of State banks to the national system, to strike 
out in lines thirty-four, thirty*five, and thirty-six 
the words ‘* $100,000 nor less than $200,000 if in 
a city of more than fifty thousand inhabitants;’’ 
so as to make the proviso read: 

Provided, however, That no such association shall have 


a less capita) than the amount prescribed for banking asso- 
ciations under this act. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was after the word “cur- 
rency,’’ in line eighteen of section forty-six, to 
insert the words “ retaining a copy thereof.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in line nineteen of 

| section forty-six, to strike out “ and,’’ after ‘‘de- 
fault;”’ and in line twenty, before the word * no- 
tice,’’ to strike out ** his,’’ and after *‘ notice’’ to 
insert ** by him.” 

The amendment was agreed to. ; 

The next amendment was to strike out the 
word “‘equal;”’ before *““amount,’’ in line twenty- 
four of section forty-seven. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in section fifty-three, 
line eight, after the words ‘‘ United States”’ to in- 
sert the words “in a suit brought for that pur- 
pose by the Comptroller of the Carrency;” so 
that it will read: 

That if the directors of any association shall knowing] 


violate, or knowingly permit any of the officers, agents, 
servants of the assvcistion to violate any of the ‘ 


of this all the ivil and franchises of the 
Tacctanos derived | ws, this act shall be thereby forfeited. 
oan violation oad however, he Aoterroneed a ged 
-by a propereircuit, district, or territorial cou n 

States, in a suit brought for that purpose by the Comptrol- 
ler of the Currency, before the association shail be declared 


Mr. JOHNSON. I should s it was 
doubtful whether under the amendment proposed 
by the committee it would not be necessary to 
bring the suit in the name of the United States. 


That, I understand, is not the . I pro- 
r refore, to amend the enue b Fes 


pose, the 
serting after the ords ** Comptroller of the Car- 
rency”’ the re bs 

. think e 
. | a d ' cs e 


ney 

Mr. 

ect : 
have to bring it in 
f his os 


Theamendment to the amendment wasagreed to. 


zr | 


1989 


Mr, HENDERSON, I move to amend the 
amendment of the committee as amended by in- 
| serting after the word ‘‘name”’ the words ‘‘ or 


_by some other person.” 
Me, SHERMAN. is that for? 

Mr. HENDE - The object of my amend- 
ment is to permit any o n. to go into 
court and that he ones ‘pleted its 
charter, and ask that the charter be forfeited. The 
Comptroller of the Currency may not be so well 
advised on that subject as individuals. 

Mr. SHI N. That certainly would be 
Mal & aad indeed. By this section, wherever any 
ban nee opteted the provisions of the act, it is 
made the official duty of the Comptroller of the 

Currency to commence the suit. 1 do not think 
the Government should subject the bank to the 
suit of every individual. 

The PRESIDENT pro » The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Mie- 
souri to the amendment of the committee as 
amended, after the word ‘‘name’’ to insert “ or 
by some other on.”’ 

Mr. HENDERSON. In lieu of those words 
I will move to insert the words “or by some 
other person having an interest.’’ 

| ‘The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be so 
modified. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If the Senator will read this 
section in connection with the preceding sections 
I do not think he willinsistupon his amendment. 
lt is made the duty of the Comptroller very per- 
emptorily, under a severe penalty, for any viola- 
tion of this act to close these barks; but it was 
felt to be unjust to allow this antinori to close 
the banks unless in pursuance of judicial proceed- 
ings; and therefore the duty is imposed on the 
Comptroller of the Currency to commence pro- 
ceedings in order to ascertain and ee beyond 
doubt the commission of the act of violetion or 
bankruptcy. If you extend that power beyond 
peepee of the Currency it would be very 

nard. 

Mr. JOHNSON. There might be a dozen suits 
at the same time for the same purpose, and thus 
cause the bank a great deal of trouble. The 
general rule is, as the Senate of course are aware, 
that a corporation can only be declared forfeited 
by some special provisions of the franchise. If 
the amendment is adopted it appears to me there 
might be several suits brought on at the same time 
to establish the same fact, and they mightnot al- 
ways be decided in the same way. Some of them 
might be decided in favor of the bankeand some 
against the bank. 

Mr. HENDERSON. [f am notat all desirous 
to have inserted in the billany new or strange pro- 
vision. It is the case in my State now that any 
individual may go into court, and, by a declara- 
tion, set out the fact that corporation in the 
State has violated its franchises and ask what is 
intended to be asked here only by the Comptroller 


of the Currency, If the Senator havingthis bill . 


in charge will look at this section, he will see that 
some other parties than the Comptroller of tie 
Currency might know of a violation of the pro- 
visions of this act much better than the Comp- 
troller himself. For instance, there is a provision 
in this bill saying that a certain rate of interest, 
and no more, shall be charged. How will the 
Comptroller of the Currency know whether these 
banks have charged more than the regular rate of 
interest or not upon their local loans? How will 
the Comptroller éf the Currency know whether 
they have charged more than:the usual rate of 
exchange between one point andanother? Those 
facts cannot er be known under any report 
the banks are required to make to the Comptroller. 
The individuals from whom money has been ex- 
torted in the shape of interest or unreasonable ex- 
would be agreat deal more likely to under- 
land the violation on the part of the corporation 
than the himself. 3 In fact, the Comp- 
troliercannot possibly know—it is out of his power 
—whether thes¢ violations have been made or not. 
The section now reads: me 
if the directors of any iation shall knowingly 
* .-} or knowingly eae my 


servants of the to violate of wha 
“ ut 
and 
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I desire to add the words “or by some other 
person having an interest.”” I do not think it 
very likely that parties will go into court and 
ask that the franchises of one of these corpora, 
tions shall be forfeited unless be has some good 
reason for it; and I suggest to the Senator from 
Ohio that the reports required to be made by the 
banks under this law are certainly very inadequate 
to enable the community to understand the con- 
dition of the banks, 

[ do not know to what extent banks may be 
incorporated under this bill. The Senate will rec- 
ollect that it ie not only banks of circulatiog that 
may be incorporated. Every savings bank, ev- 
ot bark doing a business by paying and selling 
ills 


of exchange and receiving money on deposit, || 


| 


| 
| 


} 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
j 
} 
| 


| 


may commence business under the provisibdus of || 


this bill. 
insurance company throughout this country ma 


my State insurance at are permitted to do 
a banking business such as is described in this 
bill. They receive money on deposit, loan money 
at interest, and sometimes discount bills. Wh 
cannot they be incorporated under this bill? 4 
is not absolutely essential that they shall issue 
paper; but all the banking capital of this country 
may be incorporated under this bill. It is true 
that not over $300,000,000 may be issued as a cir- 
culation; but all the banking capital of the Uni- 
ted States may be incorporated under this bill. 
It will put beyond any surveillance or control of 
the States an immense amount of capital; and | 
think we ought to be a litle careful and guarded 
in the adoption of any measure whatever that 
shall put this immense amount of capital beyond 
our control. So far as the reports of these banks 
are concerned, | donot look apon themas amount- 
ing to anything at all. 

I might mstance many other violations of their 
franchises by these banks that might take place, 
and by which the mney might be greatly 
outraged and wronged; and when was it that cap- 
ital ever failed to inflict those wrongs on a com- 
munity whentt could? Ithasalways beendone, 
and | suppose always will be. I think we ought 
to guard this measure so that any one in the com- 
munity in which these banks are incorporated 
may, atany time upon a violation of the provis- 
ions of they charter, go into court and ask that 
their privileges be fortented. 1 think it is noth- 
ing but a reasonable provision. | am perfectly 
willing, if the Senator from Ohio desires it, that 
the party, who comes into court and asks that 
the privileges of the bank be forfeited, if he fails 
to prosecute his suiteuccessfully, shall be required 
to pay the costs, | think it is nothing but proper 
that he should do so. That would be the case 
without a provision to that effect. That will be 
a sufficient restraintupon individuals. They will 
not be likely to go into the courts of the United 
States and ask for the forfeiture of the charter of 
a bank unless they have a case. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I do think this is captious 
—| will withdraw that, asit may be considered an 
unpleasant word—but I do think that this is nota 
time to make small points on a bill of this kind. 
lt seems to me this amendment would not have 
been offered if the Senator had read the four. or 


five preceding sections—— 
Mr. HENDERSON. I have read them very 
carefully. 


Mr. SHERMAN. If the banks commit any 
violation whatever of the provisions of this act, 
they forfeit their charters, The fifty-second sec- 
tion of the bill provides; 

That a'l transfer of the notes, bonds, bills of exchange, 
and other evidences of debt owing to any association, or of 
deposits to ita credit; all assiguiments of » sure- 
ties on renl estate, or of or decrees in its fivor ; 
all deposits of money, bublion, or other valuable thing for 
its use, or for the use of any of its shareholders or creditors ; 
and al payments of money to either, made after the com- 
mission ofan act Of insolvency, or incontem: thereof, 
with a view. to prevent the application of 
nea a enema 
erence creditor . 
circulating notes, shall be altarly elt egd 

Then the next section, which is the one under 
consideration, goes on to provide that if they shall 
do any inconsistent with the provisions of 
this wet it shall be the duty of the Comptroller 
of the Currency to commence a suit to set aside 
their franchise, It declares that the effect of any 
violation of the act shall be to forfeit their entire 
franchise and all their property, and requires the 


| 


In fact, every savings bank and every || 


— a Sas 
Sn 


Comptroller to appoint a receiver, seize upon their 
assets, and commence a suit to ascertain whether 
the act of bankruptey has been committed. ‘To 
subject these banks to suits by everybody who is 


| disposed to annoy them I think would be an at- 


tack upon the system that would be entirely un- 
justifiable. It is made the official duty of the 
Comptroller to commence these suits, and that is 
all that ought to be asked. I think, therefore, 
that the amendment of the committee which was 
intended to guard the public very carefully should 
be allowed to stand. 

I might show that this proposed amendment 


|| was an absurd proposition. ‘There might be fifty 


or one hundred suits pending under it atthe same 
time in different tribunals. The judgment of those 
tribunals might be diverse. Some might direct 
the appointment of a receiver; some might not. 


é Some might declare that the act of bankruptcy 
be organized under the provisions of this bill. In | 


was excusable; some that there was no act of 
bankruptcy; some that an act of bankruptcy had 
occurred. ‘They may select different charges, dif- 
ferent accusations. There must be some one 
whose duty it shall be to commence this suit. It 
seems to me, therefore, a proposition of this kind 
ought not to receive the assent of the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore put the ques- 
tion upon the amendment to the amendment as 
amended, and declared that the noes appeared to 
have it. 

Mr. HENDERSON. [shall not call for a di- 
vision upon it now, but I give notice that I shall 
offer it in the Senate. 

The amendment of the committee as amended 
was adopted. 

Mr. WILSON. J ask the Senator from Ohio if 
he will not allow this bill to go over until Monday 
at one o’clock. 

Mr.SHERMAN. There are no other import- 
ant amendments, | think, and we may as well 
read the bill through to-day, and then I shall have 
no objection. 

The next amendment was in section fifty-nine, 
line twenty-two, after the word *‘aud’’ to strike 
out the words ‘to be.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was insection sixty-one, 
Jine seventeen, afier the word * third”’ to strike 
out the words “to suggest.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in seetion sixty-one, 
line twenty-one; after the word * fourth’ to strike 
out the words ‘to report.”” 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next and last amendment of the commit- 


tee was in section sixty-four, line two, to strike 
out the words “ reserves the right” and insert 
the word *‘ may;’’ and after the word “ time’’ 
to strike out the word ‘*to;’’ so that the section 
will read: 

That Congress may at any time amend, alter, or repeal 
this act. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I now renew my mo- 
tion to proceed to the consideration of executive. 
business. 

Mr, WILSON. I hope not. We can have 
an executive session in a few minutes; but I de- 
sire to have action now on two or three important 
things that I think we ong to act sree, There 
is a conference report and a small bill which I 
want I move that this bill be postponed 
until Monday next. 

Mr. SHE NN. Letit lie over informally, 
because I wish it to remain as the unfinished 


| business. 
| ‘The PRESIDENT pro . Does the Sen- 
ator from Kansas withdraw his motion? 


| 
| 


Mr. LANE, of Kansas. No, sir. 
have an executive session. 
Mr. WILSON. We can get an executive ses- 
sion in a few moments. 
ar fp chabeababine ere Linsist on my motion, 
to test 


I desire to 





sense of the Senate. 
Mr. COWAN called for the yeas and nays; 
and were ordered, 
The Secretary proceeded to call the roll, and 
Me Se ws ed to ine et . 
non of K s my object. is 
cely efeated | the eal of the yeas and 
ys, I will, with the t of the Senate, with- 


) nae EMIDENT protempore. Heat ba Wile 


drawn only by the unanimous consent of the 
Senate, the call of the roll having commenced. 

Mr. GRIMES and Mr. DAVIS. _I object. 

The PRESIDENT pes tempore. Objection be- 
ing made, the call will proceed. 

he Secretary concluded the calling of the roll. 

Mr. FOOT. There is no quor im and to prob- 
ability of securing the attendance of a quorum, 
and I therefore move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr, FOSTER. There has been no announce- 
ment of the vote showing that there is no quorum. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I will inquire, if such is 
the result of the vote, is it not preper that that 
result be announced? Otherwise, if we adjourn 
now, the call will begin when we meet again 
where we leave off to-day. | 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It should be 
announced undoubtedly, and the motion to ad- 
journ is not in order until it is announced. 

The result was then announced—yeas 18, nays 
17; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Buckalew, Collamer, Cowan, Davis, 
Doolittle, Foot, Grimes, Harding, Henderson, Lane of In- 
diana, Lane of Kansas, Morgan Powell, Riddle, Sherman, 
Van Winkle, Wilkinson, and Willey—i8. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Carlile, Chandler, Clark, Con- 
ness, Foster, Hale, Harlan, Hendricks, Howard, Howe, 
pee. Morrill, Ramsey, Sprague, Sumner, and Wilson 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is no 
quorum voting. 

Mr. CONNESS. 
journ. 

Mr. ANTHONY. What does the vote lack 
of a quorum? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. One. 

Mr. GRIMES. I cali for the question on the 
motion of the Senator from California. 

The motion was agreed ,to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, “April 30, 1864. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by Rev. F. H. Hepes, D. D., of Brookline, Mas- 
sachusetts. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


LUCRETIA M. PERRY. 


Mr. BRANDEGEE, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill for the relief of Lucretia M. 
Perry, widow of Thomas Perry, United States 
Navy; which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


PRINTING OF EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 1 desire to 
report from the Committee on*Commerce two 
important communications from the State and 
Treasury Departments relating to our foreign 
commercial relations, which | ask to have printed 
and recommitied to the Committee on Commerce. 

There being no objection, the communications 
were recommitted and ordered to be printed. 


UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD... 


Mr. STEVENS, from the select committee on 
the Pacific railroad, by unanimous consent, re- 
side a bill to amend the act chartering the Union 

acific Railroad Company; which was read a 
first and second time, recommitted to the commit- 
tee, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STEVENS. ask the consent of the 
House for Jeave to report the bill, back at any 


time. 
Mr. HOLMAN. 
Pacific railroad? 
Mr. STEVENS. The Union Pacific railroad. 
There being no objection, leave was accord- 
ingly granted. 
CHARGES AGAINST TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 
Mr. GARFIELD, by unanimous consent, of- 
fered the following resolution: ~ : 


I move that the Senate ad- 


Is that the Union or People’s 
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a letter declining to be a candidate. That letter was writ- 
ten because the ‘strictly private’ circular of the Pomeroy 
committee unearthed his anderground and underhand in- 
trigue against the President. It was sueh a disgraceful and 
disgusting sight to make use of the patronage and power, 
given him by the President, against bis oe oe even 
Chase got ashamed to occupy sucha i ly. 
that reason his letter was written ; he wanted to get down 
under the ground and work there in the dark as he is now 
doing, and running the Pomeroy machine on the public 
money as vigorously as ever.”? 

And whereas in the World, a journal published in New 
York, on the 28th instant, it is declared that developments 
of the most astounding character have just come to light 
in the fractional currency and printing bureaus over which 
Mr. Clark presides: and whereas Hon, James Brooks, a 
member of this House, did yesterday in his place repeat the 

*substance of the above charges in the words following, 
taken at the reporter’s desk: 

“At an early period of the session I called on the other 
side of the House in this matter of printing public money, 
and [ gave them an Seateet to correct that great evil, 
which, because they did not correct, has led to the sacrifice 
of millions and millions of the ic money in the printing 

bureau of the Treasury of the United States, and to the con- 
version of the Treasury Department into a house for orgies 
and bacchanals:” Therefore, 

Resolved, That a committee of nine be appointed by the 
Speaker of the House to investigate and report upon the 
truth of the allegations above quoted, and of any. other al- 
Iegations which have been or may be made, affecting the 
integrity of the administration in the Treasury Department; 
and that said committee have power to send for persons 
and papers, and Lo employ a stenographer. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I would suggest to the gen- 
tleman from Ohio that that committee ought to be 
as large as the largest committees of the House. 
I will suggest, therefore, that the committee con- 
sist of nine members, and that they have gpave 
to reportat any time. 

Mr. GARFIELD. [accept that modification. 

Mr. BROOKS. I do not desire to object to the 
resolution, but I object to the recitation in the 
preamble of my remarks of yesterday as incor- 
rect, 

Mr. GARFIELD. I beg to say to the gentle- 
man that | have quoted the gentleman’s language 
precisel os levee by the reporter for the Globe. 

Mr. BR KS. Let the quotation be read 
again. { will stand by what I said. 

The Clerk read the quotation referred to from 
the preamble. 
ae BROOKS. What I said was in substance 
this: 

**Mr. Brooks, after the noise had somewhat subsided, 
said millions of public money had been in peril of being 
sacrificed in the Bureau of Printing, and much evil pro- 
duced by the conversion of the Treasury building into a 
house of es and bacchanals. If the galleries were 


cleared, so that language could be uttered not fit for female 
ears, he could show every word he said was true.” 


I ask the gentleman to conform his preamble 
to that statement. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I have the exact words of 
the gentleman, as given by the official reporter at 
the desk; and I cannot change them. 

Mr. BROOKS. If the gentleman will give me 
an opportunity to say what I have to say upon 
that subject, I will be satisfied. 

Mr, GARFIELD. I will yield to the gentle- 
man for that purpose, if there be no objection. 

Mr. BROOKS. May | be permitted, then, to 
say what I was deprived of the opportunity of 
saying doneeel: M 

r. BROOMALL. F object to the gentleman 
confinulag speech of yesterday. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman object 
to the resolution ? 

_ Mr, BROOKS. I do not object to the resolu- 
tion. | object to the misrecitation of my remarks 
in the preamble of the resolution; but I will not 
stand in the way of the investigation even though 
it isin part based upon a misrecitation of my own 
remarks. accept the recitation, and am ready 
to go before the country upon it. 

here was no objection; and the resolution was 
introduced and agreed to. 

Mr. GARFIELD moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be jaid upon 
the table. se ' 

The latter motion was agreed to, 

Mr. GARFIELD. I wish to request that I 
may not be placed on this committee at all. 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. STEVENS, I ask to report from the 

Committee of Ways’and Means the amendments 

the Senate to the Army appropriation bill. 
They are few, and I shall ask that they be acted 
Onatthe presenttime. 


Mr. HOLMAN, With the understanding that 
after these amendments shall be disposed of the 
House shall take up the ordinary private business 
of this day, I will raise no objection. 

The SPEAKER. This is not private bill day 
under the order under which the House is now 
acting. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Then with the understand- 
ing that this shall be considered as private bill 


day. 

The SPEAKER. The majority of the House 
can change the order of business. 

Mr. HOLMAN, [hope there will no objection 
to my proposition. 

The SPEAKER. Then it is the understand- 
ing that these amendments of the Senate shall now 
be taken up for action. : 

Mr. HOLMAN. With the understanding that 
this shall be considered as private bill day. 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. The regular order 
of business has been called for. 

The SPEAKER. The Committee of Ways 
and Means has the right to report in reference to 
appropriation bills atany time. 

r. HOLMAN. Ihope that the amendments 
of the Senate will be read and considered in the 
House as in the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr.STEVENS. There will be no difficulty 
about that. I will not call for the previous ques- 
tion if the gentleman desires to make any remarks. 

‘The amendments of the Senate were read; and 
those on which separate votes were not asked 
were concurred in. 

The Clerk read the following amendment of 
the Senate: 

Add as follows: 

Be it further enacted, That all persons of color who have 
been or may be mustered into the military service of the 
United States shall receive the same uniform, clothing, 
arms, equipments, camp equipage, ration’, medical and 
hospital attendance, pay and emoluments, other than boun- 
w as other soldiers of the regular or volunteer force of the 

nited States, of the like service, from and after the Ist day 
of January, 1864 ; and that every person of color who shall 
hereafter be mustered into the service shall receive such 
sums in bounty as the President shall order in the different 
States and parts of the United States, not exceeding $100. 

The SPEAKER. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in that 
amendment, 

Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Speaker, the compen- 
sation now fixed by law is thirteen dollars per 
month for a white soldier and_ten dollars per 
month for a colored soldier. This proposition 
is, from the Ist of January last, to fix the com- 

ensation of both classes at the same rate: that 

oth white and colored soldiers shall receive thir- 
teen dollars per month. Of course there can be 
no misapprehension on the subject, ‘There is no 
proposition at all to increase the pay and emolu- 
ments of white soldiers. The provision is only 
that tlte pay of the colored soldier shall be in- 
creased | ten dollars to thirteen dollars per 
month. 

That is the effect of the proposed amendment; 
and while this provision does not give a bount 
of $100 to the colored soldier, it gives the Presi- 
dent the power to do so if he thinks fit. It is to 
place the colured soldier on the exact footing of 
the white soldier in reference to pay, equipments, 
rations, and in every other respect. 

Now, without saying anything of the compara- 
tive merits of these two classes of soldiers, with- 
out indulging in any remarks on the question 
whether the African soldier is worth as much to 
the Government as the white soldier, | desire to 
call the attention of the House to one fact, ighor- 
ing all questions of feeling, of passion and preju- 
dice in favor of the white race and against the 
black race, and thatis, that in placing colored sol- 
diers on the same footing in regard to the monthly 
pay with the white soldier, you do not, in fact, 
place the two classes on the same footing as to 
compensation, for while you make no provision 
for the support of the wives and children of the 
white soldier, you actually provide for the sup- 
port of the wives and children of the coiored sol- 
dier out of the public Treasury. By this Senate 
amendment, which it seem resolved to adopt, 
you raise the pay of the colored troops to exactly 
the same as the white troops, and yet you pay no 
os to the wives and children of — ae 
and very generously support the wives and chi 
dren of the Gait ee nak Meerienantion in favor 
of the negro troops. ‘The discrimination is anim- 





mense one, You are not equalizing. No, sir; 
when you furnish the wife and children pf the 
white soldier with daily rations,as you have been 
doing and are doing for those of the black soldier, 
and make that your permanent policy, then and 
not till then it may be pretended that you are pla- 
cing our soldiers, white and colored, upon exactly 
the same footing. 1am not willing that this prop- 
osition shail be misapprehended, You discrim- 
inate clearly, and in this, that while you are sup- 
porting by rations and in every other way the 
wives and children of colored soldiers, you fur- 
nish no such advantage, no benefits whatever to 
the wife and child of the white soldier, 

Away, then, with this pretense of equalizing; 
instead of equalizing you are discriminating, dis- 
criminating in favor of the colored soldier and 
against the white soldier. I have said this much: 
taking your own ground that these two classes of 
soldiers, as soldiers, are exactly eqifal. But by 
no word of mine will | allow the inference to be 
drawn that! regard these two classes of soldiers as 
a either as soldiers or in any of the qualities 
which give value to the elements of a republican 
Government. You cannot make them equal. 
Since the Government has determined to employ 
them as soldiers, however unwise the determina- 
tion, the Government should act justly toward 
them. If they must be employed, the citizen who 
has disapproved that policy must still desire that 
it should. not prove unfortunate for his country. 
Inasmuch as you are determined upon that policy 
we can but desire to make the services of these 
colored people as valuableas possible. That does 
not require any such legislation asthis, «1 do not 
think they ought to have been employed as sol- 
diers. I think they should have been employed 
in pursuits to which, by their habits and condi- 
tion, they are well and manifestly adapted. They 
could have been so employed in valuable service 
in every one of your armies; but they have not 
been so employed. They have not been employed 
so as to relieve the citizen soldier from oppressive 
and unaccustomed labor in the hot, sunny fields 
of the South, a labor congenial to the negro but 
destructive to the soldier of the North, but you 
have placed arms in their hands, left them in your 
camps and abandoned fortifications for many 
months, while the white soldier has been toiling 
under the hotand fiery sun of the South, to which 
they are not axcustomed, sacrificing thousands to 
your visionary idea that ‘‘ the African is the com- 
ing man.” I| say deliberately, and with some 
knowledge of the subject, that all the able-bodied 
colored men whom you have reached by your arms 
might have been pore employed, and with the 
general consent of the country, in services and 


pursuits to which they are adapted, to the relief 


of your armies, in the building of roads, fortifica- 
tions, and countless other labors of your armies. 
But this would not harmonize with your political 
theories, But this discussion is not necessarily 
raised by the pendingamendment, What I pro- 
test against is the discrimination; not a discrim- 
ination in favor of white soldiers, but against 
white soldiers. And no gentleman will tell me 
that this discrimination does not exist. 

Mr. UPSON. | desire to ask the gentleman 
one question, Does he assert that this bill dis- 
criminates against the white soldier ? 

Mr. HOLMAN, It does, 

Mr. UPSON. Wherein? 

Mr.HOLMAN. I haveattempted to explain 
it; while you place the white and colored soldiers, 
by this bill, upon the same footing as to pay, 
clothing, equipments, and bounty, you furnish 
no rations or other support to the wives and 
children of white soldiers, as you do to the wives 
and children of colored soldiers. Is not this a 
manifest and an important discrimination? 

Mr. ELIOT. I would like to inquire of the 
gentleman upon what ground he makes that 
statement? Where have there been rations fur- 
nished by the Government to the wives and 
children of black soldiers? I want toknow whether 
he means anything more than this, that upon the 
Mississippi and elsewhere, where our armies 

ve gone, where there have been wives and 
children of freedmen and fugitives dependent en- 
tirely for Sapp tin they have been to a certain ex- 
tent supplied; whether he means to say that the 


wives and children of black men, as such, have 
of by the Government while 
ve been paid as soldiers in the 


been taken c 
their husbands 
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field. And if he does mean that, 1 hope he will 
let us know the fact. Ideny it, 

Mr: HOLMAN, The great body of colored 
éoldiers have been drawn together in the Missis- 
sippi valley and on the coasts of North and South 
Carolina, All the way from Memphis to New 
Orleans, wherever you have established ** contra- 
band camps’’ you have enrolled all able-bodied 
colored men into your Army as soldiers, and 
then the remaining body of the colored popula- 
tion thus gathered together jnto these contraband 
camps, embracing the women ahd children, the 
feeble and infirm, amounting to hundreds of thou- 
sands, havé been and still are supported by the 
Government, so far at least as furnishing them 
with ae rations, and superintendence is 
concerned, And I presume the gentleman from 
Massachusetts will vot question that. 

Mr. ELIOT. It amounts only to this: that 
where in the South, in rebel districts, there have 
been colored men enrolled, and at the same time 
contraband camps have existed, and want has 
been felt among the women and children, there to 
a certain extent that want has been supplied by 
the Government, And from that he argues there 
has been a discrimination made in favor of the 
black soldiers. I would ask the gentleman whether 
he would have those wonien and children who 
have gone into contraband camps starved for 
want of aid from the Governmént, I ask him 
what he would have done, 

Mr. HOLMAN. ‘What would I have done? 
The gentleman does not understand me as com- 
plaining of the fact that the Government has shown 
a propef regard for humanity toward these uu- 
fortanate people. Notatall. I am complaining 
that while youdo supply, as the gentleman frank! 
admits, the wives and children of these black sol- 
diers so drawn together in the South, from the ne- 
cessities of the case, you now propose to pay the 
black soldiers thirteen dollars a month, and the 
white soldiers the same, while you make no pro- 
vision whatever for the wife and children of the 
white soldier. Whether it be the result of a ne- 
cessary humanity or not the fact remains that you 
do provide for the wives and children of the blacks 
in ro employment and do not provide for the 
wife and children of the white soldier, Tam not 
questioning the duty of humanity rendered im- 
perative by your policy, but the actual inéqual- 
ity it produces when you make the pay of the 
white soldier and black soldier the same, and pro- 
vide for the wife and child of the one and not of 
the other. 

Mr. ELIOT. I do not admit any such thing. 
There may have been oun made, but not to 
these people as wives of soldiers, Nobody knows 
whether they are the wives of soldiers or not. 
They are there in contraband camps and have been 
supplied, not as wives but as human beings, Now, 
the distinction is this: that the white soldiers from 
the loyal States who have left their wives and fam- 
ilies at home, are under pay from the Government 
at the rate of thirteen dollars a month, while their 
wives and families are in charge of their friends 
at home, supported by their husbands or their 
friends at home. On the abandoned plantations 
these people who are said to be supported by the 
Government in a lunge majority of cases are su 
ported by their own labor. In exceptional cases 
there may have been supplies given to persons 
who happened to be wives, as far as they can be 
wives at all, of soldiers enrolled in the Army, but 
that any such system has been adopted as to sup- 
ply the wives and children of black soldiers | 
deny, and the gentleman cannodt make it out. 

r. HOLMAN. ‘That is a mere difference in 
words, The gentleman does not pretend but what 
rupplies have been furnished to these colored peo- 
ple from whom your colored soldiers have been 
drawn, but they have not béen supplied ‘*as the 
wives and children of the colored soldiérs,’” but 
only as con et Where is the difference? 

Mr. ELIOT. Not more than they have to the 
wives of whites, 

Mr. HOLMAN, White soldiers! Twould like 
to see a dolldr that the Government has paid for 
the support of the wives and children of any white 
soldiers from my own State uabooeni 

i mr: Read the correspo of Gen- 
eral Batler. ; 


Mr. HOLMAN. The point Te te ‘the Mr. ELIOT 
gentleman does wot pretend but that these at 


of cowtrabands that have beet got together 
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the Mississippi and elsewhere, and from which | the gentleman is chairman of the select commit- 
our colored soldiers have been drawn, have not | tee on the Freedmen’s Bureau; and I supposed that 


een supported by the bounty of the Government. 

Mr, ELIOT, Not as wives, 

Mr. HOLMAN. Not as wives! You may not 
call them wives. They are womén and children 
composing the bodies from which your colored 
soldiers were drawn, . 

Mr. ELIOT. Nobody knows whether they are 
or are not. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Well, what of that? It may 
not be “* as the wives and children’’ of the colored 
soldiers that they are supported; but thatis a mere 
begging of the question. You have gathered to- 
gether at your contraband camps many hundreds 
of thousands of negroes as your armies have ad- 
vanced, and from these camps you have enrolled 
many thousands of negro troops, prubably sixty 
or seventy thousand from these sources alone, and 
put them into the Army. The balariée of these 

eople at these camps, as the geritleman well 

nows, are provided for out of the Treasury. 
They are furnished with food and clothing. Itis 
just and proper, I admit. After the Government 

as adopted the policy of gathering them together 
from their homes, it could not well do anything 
else; but does this change the fact that the negro 
soldiers—I speak of the general rule—have no 
wives or children to support? If they have any 
they are provided for by the Government, while 
the white soldier must provide for his wife and 
children or leave them to the kindly charity of 
friends at home. 

But the position I have assumed remains, that 
while these negroes thus gathered together are 
supplied and supported by the Government di- 
rectly and immediately, there is no such pretense 
of compensation in any shape or form to the wives 
and children of white soldiers. And yet you say 
there is no discrimination. Again, let me say to 
the gentleman, that of the white refugees who 
have come within your’ lines, driven from their 
homes by the iron heel of this rebellion, from 
southwestern Missouri, Arkansas, and middle 
and eastern Tennessee, North Carolina, and Ala- 
bama, thousands and tens of thousands of whom 
have gone into your service, not one dollar of 
money has ever been appropriated by the Gov- 
ertiment for the support of their wives and chil- 
dren. You see them, here and elsewher¢, thou- 
sands, actual objects of generous commiseration 
even for the cause in which they have suffered; 
yet this very bill contains an appropriation of a 
million and a half of money to the hospital de- 
eae es for the support of these very “* contra- 

ands,”’ not blacks employed by the Govern- 
ment, but contrabands in camps whoare rendering 
you no Service and entitled to no greater con- 
sideration or greater favor even in the eye of 
humanity than this great body of white Union 
refugees who have been thus driven from their 
homes. Yet the contraband suffers from your 
policy, not because he supports your cause, while 
the white refugee suffers for his devotion to the 


nion. 

Mr.GANSON. I would like to ask the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr 'Extor] if a large 
number of the black soldiers are not slaves, or 
were not up to the time of the rebellion? 

Mr. ELIOT. Does the gentleman inquire of 
me whether in my judgment a large part of the 
black soldiers wete not slaves? 

Mr. GANSON. I ‘supposed that the gentle- 
man was a frank person. I put to him a direct 
question. 

Mr. ELIOT. State it again. 

Mr. GANSON. It is whether they were not 
in seen of slavery at the time of the rebel- 
lion 

Mr. ELIOT. Where? 

Mr.GANSON. The black soldiers in our sér- 


vice 
Mr. ELIOT. ‘Why, ifthe gentleman ‘aks m; 
opinion about it, 1 have very doubt that 


is So. 
‘Mr, GANSON. I simply asked the question 
ie GANSON, T have not the same informa- 


Mr. GANSON. 1 asked the question because 


| he had been attending to lis duties, and had ob- 


| tained some information on the subject which 
| persons hot u the committee could not obtain, 
| Mr. ELIO . So far as my information goes, 
| I cun say to the gentleman that | have nodoubt that 
| a very large proportion of the negroes now serv- 
| ing in our armies in the South were, at the be- 

ginning of this rebellion, in the condition of slaves, 

Mr. GANSON. I now desire to ask the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts if the relations that 
exist between these black soldiers and their 
women and children are the same in the eyes of* 
the law that exist between white men and their 
wives and children? 

Mr. ELIOT. I should like to know if the gen- 

| tleman supposes that because I was chairman of 

| that committee {1 have any means of informin 

| him on that point also. e is mistaken; and 
am not going to do it, either. 

Mr.GANSON. Then the gentleman does not 
know as much as I thought he did. 

|_ Mr. ELIOT. And the gentleman from New 
York knows more than he thought he did. 

Mr. GANSON. I therefore state that the re- 
| lations between the white soldiersand their wives 
| and children are not the same as the relations be- 

tween the black soldiers and their women and chil- 
dren. The children and wives of white soldiers, 
freemen, can legally contract debts against the 
nome of the families for the necessities of life. 
The women and children of slaves can do no such 
thing. Therefore it is that a portion of the money 
payable to the black soldier, for bounty and pay, 
should ebe, by the Government, secured for the 
benefit of their women and children. 

Mr. ELIOT. That isthenon the ground that 
black soldiers have the same relations to their 
wives and children as white soldiers have to their 
wives and children. 

Mr.GANSON. On the ground that they have 
not the same relations; because the women and 
children of the black soldiers have, in law, no 
right to contract any debt against the fathers of 
the children for the necessaries of life, whereas 
the wife and children of the white man have a 
right, so far as the necessaries of life are con- 
cerned, to contract a legal obligation against the 
father and husband. 

Mr. ELIOT. Mr. Speaker, we on this side of 
the House believe that, in the sight of God, wiien 
a black man marries a black wife, whether at the 
North or South, he is married to her just as the 
honorable gentleman and myself are married to 
our respective wives. In the eyes of slavehold- 
ers of the South it is not so. But the opinion of 
the gentleman from New York, if it isentertained 
by my honorable friend from Indiana, furnishes 
an answer to the position taken by the gentleman 
from Indiana, because if it is true that the relations 
which exist between black men and their wives is 
different from those which exist between husbands 
and wives at the North, then it follows that it is 
not true that the Government which provides for 
the support of a certain number of destitute black 
women and children dogs supply their wants as 
the wives and children of black soldiers. 

Mr. GANSON. Iam very glad that the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts has at last found out 
that Lam in his favor. If he had not so many 
party prejudices he would have found it outsooner. 

' Mr. 10T. I willbe always glad to find that, 


sir. 

Mr. GANSON. We all know that in the or- 
dinary walks of life these black men, even if they 
have wives and children in the free States, never 
receive for their Jabor the same rate of compen- 
sation that white men do, because their services 


are not so valuable. 
Mr. ELIOT. I beg the eman’s pardon. 
Mr. GANSON. I except New England, for 
I think they may be a little more valuable than 
white men there. 

Mr. ELIOT. No, sir; the gentleman is wrong 


. HOLMAN. Thisdiscussion, Mr. Speaker, 
is somewhat technical. 1 do not care, for the 
perveee of my argument, what may be the rela- 

between the —_ n your employment 
to the women and ven fhode Whibes th ; 
taken. The fact is manifest that inalarge body of 
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be presumed that there is some relation existi 
between them whith approximates to the lega 
position of husband end wife, 1 have assumed 
no other position. If these women and children 
are the wives of your negro soldiers they are sup- 
ported by the Government; if they are not, they 
are supported by the Government. It does not 
matter which ground you assume; if the negro 
soldiers havé wives and children, they are the 
women and children you are supporting. The 
white soldiers have wives and children, and you 
do not support them. You pay both classes of 
soldiers the same, a dare to'say there 
is no discrimination, the one supports his 
wife and children and the other does not. Isee, 
however, that Mr. Mellen, the general superin- 
tendent of contrabands on ‘the Mississippi, as 
Mr. Chase's agent, is trying to. compel a system 
of —e among the negroes of his department. 
l refer to his recent . That report shows 
not only the vast number of these negroes who 
are now living on your bounty, the heavy out- 
lays you are incurring, buat the army of officials 
in your employment, paid out of your Treas- 
ury, to superintend the interests of the women 
and ehildren connected with the black soldiers 
of your Army; and yet you say there is no dis- 
crimination! Whatever may be the relations 
held by your negro soldiers to this great body 
of half a million people which this Government 
is now supporting, and which General Butler and 
others are so eager to increase, the result is ex- 
actly the same. You are supporting them by 
your bounty. 

Mr. ELIT. The gentleman will allow me to 
say that what he now states is to some extent 
true. A great majority of these women and chil- 
dren, however, are not supported by the Govern- 
ment, but by their own labor. Itis only those 
who have been disabled by the treatment they have 
received in the service they were in before they 
came within our lines who are supplied with 
rations by the United States Goverment. They 
are the exceptions and not the rule. It is only 
those who have become disabled by the oppres- 
sion they have undergone during their whole lives 
that are to any extent supported by the Govérn- 
ment. 

Mr. HOLMAN, Does the gentleman meai 
that this new form of slavery which has been in- 
augurated on the Mississippi river and the coast, 
by which these negroes are placed under new 
masters in the form of agents and Jessees you 
have placed over them, has had the effect of im- 
proving their condition—a form of servitude as 
revolting as the system you would abolish? 

Mr. ELIOT. 0, sir. 

Mr. HOLMAN. And that by thatagency the 
Government is able to provide for them? The 

ntleman must have known of the appeal which 
1as come here in behalf of these negroes, who 
are being oppressed by their néw masters. The 
gentleman cannot be ignorant of the fact. He 
must know as chairman of the Bureau of Freed- 
men’s Affuirs of the inauguration of this system 
of leasing out plantations and of placing these 
negroes under taskmasters; under masters who 
have no interest in them"or sympathy with them 
except to obtain the benefit of their labor; and 
that while doing this, without benefiting the ne- 
gros you rather increased than diminished the 

urdens upon the Government, by throwing con- 
stantly on its hands for support numbers of such 
as were unable to labor on account of 





the cruelty and injustice to which they had been 


exposed. 
Me ELIOT. The gentleman is wrong in his 


Mr.HOLMAN. Does the gentlemandeny the 
fact? It was not many days ago, certainly nota 
month, eee — from the Mis- 
sissippi valley came .for the purpose of: 

Government to do something for ‘ton 
uo ate negroes whom your benevolence has 
placed under the control n'who only seek to 
pete their fortunes by the unrequited toil 
10T. I know very well that there has 














it. But the point is, whatever has been the sys- 
tem of labor, whether the Government has been 
subjected to expense for the support of these peo- 
ple. I ask the gentleman if he can deny that 
these people have, up to the present time, much 
more than defrayed the expense of their vo ge 
Sir, each one of them has more than repaid the 
Government forthe outlay which hasbeen made. 


or any part of their outlay? 





read the report of the Secretary of the Treasury. 


over it very hastily if he has not seen this official 
statement. 
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Mr. HOLMAN. Will the gentleman point to 


some oe reeord showifig that the Govern- 
ment 


ave received back more than their outlay, 


Mr, ELIOT. The gentleman will find, if he 


will examine the statistics of the western country, 
very much more has been received by the Gov- 
ernment than has been expended upon the eontra- 
b 


ands. 
Mr. HOLMAN, Will the gentleman pointto 


some public record that will show that fact? No 
statistics have reached us showing one cent of re- 
turn to the Treasury. The gentleman may say 
that We on this side of the House have not the 
same facilities for ascertaining all the statistics of 
the Treasury Department that he has; and there- 
fore I ask him to show some published record to 
prove that any reimbursements have been made 
of the vast sums we have expended. 


Mr. ELIOT. Task the gentleman if he has 


Mr. HOLMAN. I have run over it. 
Mr. ELIOT. The gentleman must have run 


Mr. HOLMAN. The House is familiar with 
that report. 1 state this in general terms, and I 
defy gentlemen to contradict it, that out of the 
millions you have expended—I do not say im- 

roperly or unnecessarily, at least not ell of it, 
n dive view of the policy you have inaugurated, 
for justice and humanity still remain; whatever 
may be the want of wisdom in your policy—out 
of the millions you have already expended nota 
single dollar has come back into the Treasury. 
Excuse me if [ say another thing, that with ref- 
erence to the handful of colored soldiers you have 
gathered together from the State of Massachu- 
setts—and it may be true as to the colored sol- 
diers exported from my own State of Indiana 
to Massachusetts to be organized into regiments 
to fill your quotas—that while their wives and 
children are not provided for by the Government, 
still in reference to the balance of the colored pop- 
ulation brougtit into owedines by re policy, by 
the encouragement and solicitude of Generals 
Banks-and Batler, and other commanders, I ask 
whether the great body of them are not now re- 
ceiving their support at the hands of the Govern- 
ment, without any pretense of any return. I 
speak of general rules and not of exceptions. 

Mr. KELLEY. Does the gentleman know 
that the Government has furnished rations for the 
families of any of the eight regiments of colored 
soldiers recruited at Camp William Penn, at Phil- 
adelphia? 

Mr. HOLMAN. When I mentioned Mary- 
land end Massachusetts | intended to embrace 
such as were recruited inthe States outside of the 
operations of the Army. They area mere hand- 
ful of all our colored troops if the President is 
right, that one hundred thousandor more of these 
troops are in the service. The number drawn 
from Massachusetts, Maryland, New York, and 
Pennsylvania are a mere handful in comparison. 

But | have not spoken in reference to icu- 
lar cases; | have referred to the immense body of 
negroes you have gathered together in the ad- 
vance of your armies, from which you collected 
the great body of your colored soldiers now under 
or of the Government. . 

r. CLAY. With the permission of my friend 
from Indiata, I wish to answer the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, (Mr. Exior,}] because he 
seems to be ignorant upon the subject. 1 will 
tell him that the agents of Massachusetts and 
other States and of the Government are not only 
in the western States drumming up recruits, but 
they are goi — robbing and plundering—I 
may say steali property constitu- 
ents, wed yet he seems not to tenor i. I have 
certificates in my jon that troops of the 
United States have gone to plantations, the prop- 
erty of my constityents and others, and have 
swept away not only , but stock, cotton, 
and everything else they could tuy their bands 


House a few deys ago, to 
if you will allow me 80 to eall it, because by the 
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upon = even household a nat and br 
ing apparel; a portion ofthe negroes having been 
put into the army and the balance of them, wo- 
men and children, gathered in fields and supported 
at the expense of the Government of the United 
States without any law for it." Where is the law 
for giving rations to these women and children ? 
Yet gentlemen sit c 
seek to continue the appropria 


omplacently in their sest# and 
age = sie Coca ahie 
not in Government em whi passed ® is 

Washes tikb-sobhery. 


laws of my State and others it is robbery, and 
men foun guilty of the offense are put into the 
penitentiary or hung. , 

If gentlemen want to they can see these certifi- 
cates, sworn to before a magistrate. I hope now 
that gentlemen will understand that such is the 
case—that agents are going about stealing and 
robbing, and that the of the Government 
are sanctioning it. Indeed, gentlemen here seem 
to be justifying these things. Where is the law, 
where is the authorigy todo these things? If the 
gentleman from Massachusetts will call on me, 
and wishes to see them, I can show letters from 
as good and responsible men as are in this House. 
They state that these things have been transpir- 
ing for months past. No wonder, then, that the 
expenses of the Government have been accumu- 
lating, and that they now reach such large figures. 
It is because of these illegalexpenditures of money 
out of the Treasury of the United States. 

According to the reportof the adjutant genera! 
of Kentucky we have furnished fifty-seven thou- 
sand men for the armies of the United States; 
and while these brave men are fighting the batties 
of the Union, spilling their blood and leaving 
their bones to bleach upon southern plains, their 
wives and ehildren, whom they have left behind 
them, are plundered and robbed of their property 
left for their support. ft ig as true as that} stand 
upon this floor. I know it to be true. I have 
suffered myself. 1 know it tobe'true, and | dare 
gentlemen to deny it. 1 can prove itinany court 
of justice. Task nothing for myself, but when the 
laws of my State are violated and trampled under 
foot | have the right to protest eguinst it and do 
now offer mv protest against it. 

Mr. ELIOT. | understood the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr, Cray] to make certain charges 
ageinst officers of the Government. 1 have yet 
to learn that any statement that officers under the 
Government have been into his country stealing 
ad rests upon truth. 

r. CLAY. I say itis. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. And I too. 

Mr. ELIOT. Then I should think the gentle- 
man from Kentucky would find proper redress 
in ing to the Government. 

r. CLAY. 1 have suffered in that way my- 
self, and know the statement to be true. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. And #0 have I 
suffered by Benjamin F. Butler. (Laughter) 

Mr. ELIOT. lUsubmit that the gentleman from 
Kentucky has made clean his breast of the griev- 
ance he has suffered. - That he has lost negroes, 
may be true; that any n have been stolen 
by officers of the Government, I deny. 

Mr. CLAY. One remark more. 

Mr. ELIOT. | cannot yield. 

Mr. HARDING. I rise'to a point of order. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts was speaking 
with the consent of the gentleman from Kentucky. 

The SPEAKER. floor is in possension 
of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Houman,] 
and he yielded it to the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts. 

_ Mr. ELIOT. <All this is outside of the ques- 
tion before the House, ‘and I have nothing more 
to say upon the matter exeept to thank the gen- 
tleman from Indiana for the opportunity he has 
given me to i him. Let ws confine our- 
selves tothe point. Aill this is a diversion which 
does not meet the question which the House is 


called upon to settle. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I differ with the gentleman 


from Massachusetts as to this being foreign to the 
costs euttie probably within hie know 

,asit in his cnow!l- 

aquestion bearing upon the main question. 
Secale ce 
men er arms in 
this District and adjacent portions of Virginia and 
Maryland. 1 desire to know from the gentleman 





comprehend, equal in everything that enters into 
the high qualities of a soldier—as you propose to 
do by this bill—is an insult to the universal ex- 
perience of mankind, The races arenotequal in 
the elements of greatness and power. You can- 
not make them equal by law; and this attempt to 
equalize them will not elevate the negro nor add 
to the courage and manhood and martial spirit of 

the white men of your Army. R 

Mr. SHANNON, I rise to a point of order. 
The only question before the House is: ‘‘ Shall 

Americans of European descent rob Americans 
of African descent of the fruits of their labor?”’ 

Mt. HOLMAN. I did not hear the point made 
by the gentleman, but judge from the good humor 
elicited by it that it must have been considered 
very witty. Sir, the right to. bear arms is the 

culiac right of the free citizen in a free Republic. 
i is not so much a duty asa right, the highest 
right of the citizen, In conferring this right or im- 
posing this duty on the African you do not ele- 
vate the white soldier. You do notstimulate him 
with new impulses of patriotism and honorable 
ambition. You cannot get rid of the ancient preju- 
dices existing in the Army and every where else 
against a people who have submitted to servitude, 
not a generation, but for ages, and still submit 
without an effort to regain their freedom. While 
there is no reluctance on the part of the Army to 
see the negro stop the ball which might strike the 
white soldier down, there is this feeling: that the 
attempt to place the negro on an absolute legal 
equality with the white soldier who wentto the field 
of his own free will, who came to the salvation 
of the country when the first tocsin of alarm was 
sounded, is an insult to him, an unjust disregard of 

« his sentiments and opinions, of his high apprecia- 
tion of the right to bear arms for the defense of his 
country, and a poor recompense for his chivalrous 
bearing on every field of battle, which only a tra- 
ditional sense of honor could inspire. Ifaservile 
race, servile for submitting for ages to servitude, 
can at once assume equality with the private sol- 
diers of the most masculine race that ever upheld 
empire, what becomes of the pride of military 
glory? ; 

I warn you, Mr. Speaker, I warn gentlemen 
in their eager haste to equalize the races for un- 
worthy political ends, to break down those barriérs 
which have stood for ages, perhaps reared by 
prejudice but still actual and real, that in doing 
this eee do not permit their interest in the negro 
to overshadow their patriotism, and impair if not 
destroy the martial spirit of our armies; that they 

n do not, in their efforts to encourage black troops, 
e discourage white troops, in their eager efforts to 
e strike down this terrible rebellion, which can only 
be mastered by the strong grasp.and irresistible 
will of the white race. This is a blow at the pri- 
if vate white soldier; if you impair his manly, patri- 
r oneness you sap the foundation of your Army. 
e r. PRICE. Willthe gentleman from Indiana 
allow me to ask him a question? 1 wish to ask 
him whether General Jackson, at New Orleans, 
did not put the negro soldier upon the same foot- 
ing with the white. 

r. HOLMAN. That question has been asked 
so often that I really cannot take the time to an- 
swer it. , 

Mr. PRICE. I want an answer—yes or no. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I cannot yield the floor to 
the gentleman for any such stereotyped question. 
It has been asked over and over again on this 
floor by those who believe the negro at least equal 
to the white man, and it has been answered as 
often. I say to the ae that General Jack- 
son employed the black man just as he ought to 
have been employed in this war. He emp 
him in those acts of physical labor for which he 
is admirably adapted, especially in a southern 
climate. On this point there is no ambiguity in 
history. If you had employed him during this 
war as your Army reached him in its advance, 
as he was employed then, in relieving our own 
gallant soldiers from that extreme physical labor 
to which they have been subjected under the hot 
sun of the South, and refrained from making him 
the corner-stone of your political edifice, the ele- 
ment of your fanatical and impracticable policy, 
every man in the country would have come up 
with one voice, and that voice in favor of crash- 
ing this rebellion at whatever sacrifice of life and 


sks by deviating fom the policy of those worthier 
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THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


patriots of the past age, of the prudent counsels 
and practical statesmanship of the earlier and 
better days of the Republic, by deviating from 
their conservative wisdom, that these misfortunes 
have crowded upon us, that the nation trembles 
in agony. But fanaticism is deaf to every appeal 
of reason. It exults in its own blindness though 
it walks in the midst of burning plowshares. 

Now, sir, without: extending these remarks, 
entered upon on the spur of the moment, | have 
but to repeat that these negro troops have been 
employed at ten dollarsa month, while our white 
soldiers have received only thirteen dollars a 
month, a discrimination of only three dollars a 
month in their favor. It is now proposed to in- 
crease the pay of the negro troops to thirteen dol-’ 
lars per month, and no increase in the pay of the 
white soldier. It is against this that I enter my 

rotest, not that it is of such moment in itself, 

ut because it is a part of your intemperate pol- 
icy. I protest against it in the name of that gal- 
lant Army of private soldiers who have borne “the 
burden and heat of the day,’? who have pressed 
ferward with the indomitable will of the white 
soldier to so many glorious victories, and won 
I protest against it as 
but a part of your general policy which seeks by 
the force of power to extinguish every vestige of 
the old Republic of our fathers, wild, reckless, 
impracticable. I protest against it in the name 
ofa distracted and bleeding country, which, strug- 
gling with defiant treason, and demanding pra- 
dence and patriotism in the conduct of its affairs, 
and the noblest incentives to constancy and cour- 
age, receives at your hands only the paralyzing 
counsels of fanaticism and passion. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Nicotarghis Private 
Secretary, informing the House that he had ap- 
proved and signed a joint resolution and bills of 
the following titles: 

Joint resolution (H.«R. No. 67) to increase 
temporarily the duties on imports; 

An act (H. R. No. 367) to provide for the col- 
lection of hospital dues from vessels of the United 
States sold or transferred in foreign ports or 
waters; 

An act (H. R. No. 62) fixing certain rules and 
regulations for preventing collisions on the wa- 
ters; and 

An act (H. R. No. 408) for the relief of post- 
masters who have been robbed by the confeder- 
ate forces or rebei guerrillas. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. STEVENS obtained the floor. 

Mr. PRICE. If the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania will allow me for a moment, I desire an 
opportunity of saying a word in reference to the 
question I put to the gentleman from Indiana, and 
which he declined to answer either in the affirma- 
tive or negative. I do not propose to allow this 
matter to go to the country with the statementof 
the gentleman from Indiana upon it, diametrically 
opposed as it is to the facts of the case, 

eneral Jackson had the reputation in his day 
of being a statesman and a patriot, agenuine and 
nota bogus Democrat. The word Democrat with 
him meant something, and it did not mean the 
Democracy of the presentday. General Jackson 
in his day knew something—although he lived 
in a slave State—of the value of negro soldiers as 
well as white soldiers, and he placed them upon 
an equality as to pay and fations. And no man 
who knows anything about the history of his 
country or has any cafe for justice or veracity 
will dare to deny it. hey 

Now, sir, these being the facts, as they are re- 
corded in history, every sensible man and every 
honegt man will acknowledge the wisdom of the 
course which he pursued. And are we to be lec- 
tured here because we propose to place them to-day 
exactly where the old hero of the Hermitage 
placed them in 1814? No, sir; the good sense 
and patriotism of this country are in favor of 
placing them just where he placed them, and that 
is what I hope this Congress will not fail to do. 
And these negroes, who are being fed and clothed 
by the Government, are not fed and clothed by it 
because they are the wives and children of negro 
soldiers, but because jt is an act pf humanity to 
keep them from starving. They are not fed be- 







with him, who, notwithstandi 
ages of education that negroes 
big seare upon them that they will get ahead. of 
the white race, that we do not believe they will, 
even if we put them into the Army at thirteen dol- 
lars per month. 


cause they are black, because in the region where 
they are fed the white people are taken care of by 
the Government 
if not a great deal better. 


ust as well as the negroes are, 


Now, as to the argument whether they are 


equal to white men, it has nothing to do with this 
question. White men are not equal physically 
or eoeny or in any other respect whatever; and 
as to this la 

so far as we are concerned on this side of the 
House, I will say that we are not afraid of it. | 


w making them equal to white men, 


will tell the gendeman and those who sympathize 
the few advant- 


ve had, have a 


Mr. GARFIELD, In order that I may not 


embarrass action on the resolution adopted this 


morning on my motion, I withdraw the request I 
then made. I made it because I had already a 
great deal of work todo. I leave the matter with 
the Speaker. 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. Speaker, I do not see 
any particular reason for exeitement in discuss- 
ing the presentquestion, 1 know it is natural for 
some gentlenien on the other side of the House 
who are interested in the institution of slavery to 
become excited, and therefore it is not to me at 
all surprising. It is the last convulsive spasm of 
the struggle which | have seen going on for twenty 
years on this floor, of a power which dominated 
this Union, and which I never expected to live to 
see conquered. But my life has been spared to 
see it subdued, exhausted, and trembling in the 
last agonies of death as we have seen to-day, I| 
do not think it strange, nor do | reproach it for 
that last natural convulsive effort which we have 
seen to-day. It ought to affect but a few, and it 
does affect but a few. 

But, sir, | shall try to confine myself to the 
question in hand, and not follow the wild ram- 
bling of the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Hot- 
MAN] and other gentlemen, whg have gone away 
from the question to inquire into the robbery of 

roperty—that is, slaves—of those gentlemen who 
oh been oppressors so long that they are un- 
willing to come down to the democratic level of 
freemen who tolerate freedom, 

Sir, the question now is whether the soldiers. 
of the United States, who wear the livery of the 
Union, who march under the banner of the Union, 
who, in.common with the armies of the Union, 
expose themselves in the battle and to death, shall 
be placed on an equality, or whether in that po- 
sition and.under that glorious flag we arg to keep 
up the distinctions which have been the infam 
and disgrace of the Union and the age, and whic 
existed when slavery did. I take it for granted 
that the day has passed when any man, who is 
not either a lover of slavery ora demagogue, will 
attempt to maintain the position that any of the 
soldiers who bear their arms in battle shall be 
treated as inferior to any other men who stand up 
by their side. I care not whether thé soldiers 
are of Milesian, Teutonic, African, or Anglo- 
Saxon deseent, I despise the principle that would 
make a difference between them in the hour of 
battle and of death. The idea that we are to 
keep up that distinction is abhorrent to the feel- 
ings of the age, is abhorrent to the feelings of 
humanity, is shocking to every decent instinct of 
our nature; and | take it that no man who is not 
wedded to the institution of slavery, or does not 
foster it for the sake of power, will go with the 
gentleman from Indiana. 

Sir, why should they not be all paid alike? 
Why should they not all be clothedalike? Why 
should they not be all armedalike? Why should 
they not all charge the rebels alike, and die alike 
in defense of the Union? Because they are of dif- 
ferent descent. Why did you put it upon the mere 
pean not upon the nationality? In- 
deed, sir, if any were to have a preference over 
others in pay and in inducements to join the ser- 
vice, it ought to be that class of men whose perils 
are test when they go into our Army. The 
black man knows when he goes there that bis 
dangers are greater than the white man’s. He 
runs not only the risk of being killed in battle, bat 
the certainty, if taken prisoner, of being siaugh- 
tered instead of being treated asa prisoner of war. 


And these are the men that the gentleman from 
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Indiana would degrade, and sink, and treat differ- || and expected to pay their way, and I do know 
ently from those who, when they are taken, are || further that ations have been made by which 
treated as prisoners of war and their lives'spared. || the contrabands who are soldierscontribute a = 
Sir, | will make no distinetion. If black men, || tion of their pay to the support of their families. 


knowing, as they do, their — ril, will con- 
sent to fight at due sides, die in a stead, and || 
save our brethren and sons and fathers from |) 
slaughter, although I would make no distinction 
in pay and rations, yet I cannot fail to award to |) 
* them equal, if not more, honor than to those who, 
from their social position and the certainty of 
their position w go into battle, have more 
inducements to defend their country. If there is || 
to be any distinetion anywhere, it should be in | 
favor of the’black man. 
Does the gentleman from Indiana pretend that 
theab eolated soldiers, who have already appeared | 
in arms and fought, have not fought as gallantly | 
and died as freely as our own white brethren? || 
The records of all battles in which they have | 
been engaged would give him the lie if he dared } 
to sayso. At Port Hudson, at Fort Wagner, || 
and wherever they have been engaged, the uni- || 
form testimony is that they have been no less | 
gallant, no less brave, no less faithful, than the || 
white men who fought by their side. And yet || 
this infamous and degrading distinction is sought | 
to be kept up between men who thus fight and 
thus die and the white soldiers. Let not this na- 
tion for a momentsanction it. Let it not go forth 


| 


as the opinion of this House that the black man Hl 


or the red man or any other man who bears our 
arme and fights for our liberty is not to be treated 
hke every other man. Bat the gentleman says 
we are discriminating against the white man. He 
thinks so, no doubt, but he thinks a thing that 
is not. There is no such discrimination any- 
where. By the section under consideration we 

t, from the Ist of January, all men ofall colors, 

lack and white, married and unmarried, upon 
precisely the same footing. We do not legislate 
‘im régard to their families nor with regard to their 
wives. 

I heard it said here, much to my astonishment, 
that the reason why we should not give black 
men the same chance with white men is because 
by some of their infernal laws the black man who 
is married to a black woman is not married, ‘but 
that the marriage is a nullity, and those infernal 
lawe, which ought to be scouted by every Chris- 
tian man, are brought forward here as an excuse 
for not treating the black man as we treat the 
white man. . 

Mr. HOLMAN. | trust the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania will not attribute any such view as 
that to me. 

Mr. STEVENS. I do not attribute that lan- 
guage to the gentleman from Indiana. 

Mr. GANSON. | presume thegentleman re- 
fers to me. 

Mr STEVENS. [I refer to the gentleman from 
New York. ; : 

Mr. GANSON. I made that point apon the 
subject of reserving a portion of the money ap- 
propriated to the soldiers for the of these 
women and childven, and I did it for the reason 
that they had nota legal claim upon the head of 
the family, under the law as it exists. 

Mr. STEVENS. Then the gentleman was not 
speaking to the amendment. The amendment 
had no reference to that, nor did the gentleman 
move any such emendment. 

Mr. GANSON, My colleague from New York 
informed me that there was such a provision in 
this bill; but he now says, after examining the 
matter, that it is in another bill. 1 should 





|| may have said so, but 












There is no such discrimination. It is a false 
position; undoubtedly an innocent mistake of the 
gentleman from Indiana, who wants to get up a 


| clamor that we are discriminating against white 


men. We are attempting to put both classes upon 


| a perfect equality in our Army, and the gentle- 


man mistakes the American heart when he says 
that this will be looked upon abroad in the coun- 
try with disgust and dislike. 

I remernber when first the question was raised 
in this Hall about arming black men how scenes 
‘occurred far worse than the scene we have wit- 

nessed here to-day. All sides were a little tainted 
then with the miasma—well I do not know what 
to call it, but it was said that it would not do, 
and | remember it was said upon this floor that 
a distinguished gentleman from Illinois, General 
Logan, had stated that his soldiers would lay 
down their arms if negroes were enlisted. He 
do know that that same 
gentleman a yearand a half ago took the stump, 
in company with Adjutant General Thomas, and 
traversed the valley of the Mississippi, making 
| speeches in favor of the liberation of the slaves 
_and of arming them against their masters. I do 
_ know that, for I have seen his speeches, and have 
heard him say that his whole view was changed, 
| that no soldiers fought better than the negroes, 
| and that there was no prejudice against them in 
| the Army. 
Mr. GANSON. I would ask the gentleman 

| if he has a provision in this bill opening the door 
to the promotion of colored soldiers? I under- 
stand that under the existing regulations they do 
| not commission any of these black soldiers. 1 
| would Jike*to know why that discrimination is 
| made? } 
| Mr. STEVENS. There is nothing relating to . 
_ that question in this bill. We have not deemed 
| it imperative to make army provision on that sub- 
| ject. We leave it to the sound discretion of a 
very discreet Executive. 

Mr. GANSON. Who is the person to whom 
the gentleman alludes? 

Mr. STEVENS. A person the gentleman has 
heard of and will hear of again for four or five 
years to come. (Laughter.] 

Now, sir, | do not want to go on and discuss 
this question. L remember that when I first moved 
something of this kind in this House it got but 
thirty votes. That day, thank God, has . 
The day of liberty, ef universal liberty, has 
dawned upon the country, and, thank God, it is 
growing brighter and brighter and will be until 
no man will rise here and talk about ‘*stealing”’ 
| his property in slaves. Men will be ashamed 

that they ever had anything to do with the insti- 
tution. 

The reason why negroes heretofore have been 
allowed but ten dollars a month is because the 








ter.] Wedid not sa 
as soldiers at all. 
thorized the Executive to employ them in and 
|.ebout the Army in such ete 
best, and pay them ten a . That 
was not m soldiers of them. We intended 
that, but we only refefred then to the contrabands 


moved it if I had supposed it was not in this bill, || who came over, and who were to be emplo 
because | think it is a-proper provision,.and | | and paid ten dollars:amdénth and then out of that 
think the gentleman from Pennsylvania concurs || amount the cost of their clothing was deducted, 
with me on that point. and three dollars more was. for some 

Mr. STEVENS. I haveno doubt it might be | fund—ido not know what. it is called. But I 
proper to have a provision by which a certain || never supposed then that if .we acne 
portion should be reserved, not because they are | the free people or color were not to — 
their wivesand children, but because they areless || opon the same footing with the whites. 

i in to them; and for the fur- || law was intended to appl to contrabands, 
ther reason that while at home the cities, towns, || who could not i nsidering the great 
‘and townships make provision for white men's |) boon they received im their freedom. But the 
wives, they make none for black men’s wives. || Department construed that law to apply to every” 

But, sir, why does the gentleman from Indiana || colored soldier who was enlisted, which was'a 
eny that we minate in favor of the binck || great wrong. - ; ait oe 
man? Because, he says, that in these contraband Now, sir, the Committee of Ways and Mears 
camps we: the wives of these black sol- || propose to goa little further than the Senate;and_ 
diers pay. Sir, [ know not || we have provided in a 
how that is. I do know that they are set to work || that where freemen have been enlisted, no matter 
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when, their pay and emoluments shall referto the 
time of their enlistment; and where contrabands 
are enlisted we deduct from them the bounty, 
supposing that their freedom is a sufficient equiv- 
alent for the bounty. 1 think that these provis- 
ions ought to be made. I admire the conduct of 
the fifty-fourth Massachusetts regiment, which, 
when it was offered by the government of that 
State the difference of pay between ten and thir- 
teen dollars a month refused to take it from the 
State government; and J am informed that they 
never have received it to this day. Can the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] inform 
me how that is? 

Mr. DAWES. They have never received it. 

Mr. STEVENS. And when Massachusetts, 
with her usual lilerality, offered to make up the 
difference, and pay it to those who marched from 
her soil and under her banner, they refused, with 
a magnanimity and a spirit which would do credit 
even to the men of Indiana, to take it; and they 
refuse to take it to this day, and | honor them for 
that. I beg pardon of the House for saying so 
much on this subject. 


CHARGES AGAINST TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 


The SPEAKER announced that he had ap- 

inted Messrs. GarrizLtp, Wiison, Brooks, 

avis of Maryland, Sruart, Fenton, Dawson, 
Jencxes, and Sreeve of New Jersey, a special 
committee under the resolution adopted to-day 
for investigating charges against the Treasury 
Department. ' 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL—aGAIN. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I wishto modify my amend- 
ment by increasing the soldiers’ pay to eighteen 
dollars a month. * 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Speaker, the fact that we 
are at this late day discussing the proposition be- 
fore us, that of giving egual pay, rations, cloth- 
ing, and arms to all our soldiers withou rd 
to their complexion, is pregnant evidence of the 
terrible weight of prejudice which has clouded 
the judgment and conscience of the American 
saneiic it, however, gives us hope that that prej- 
udice is disappearing, and that peace will soon 
come to our country and prosperity thenceforth 
abide within its borders. But for our pride of 
race and prejudice against color we would not now 
be poontdiaay the means to carry ona war. | allude 
not to the fatal truth that despots in the South 
and demagogues in the North fostered this prej- 
udice, and found in it the means of inducing a 

devoted to personal liberty to acquiesce in, 
and in some instances to battle for the extension of 
the area and the perpetuation of human slavery. 
No, sir, | pass by the question of the cause of the 
war, and say that but for-our unchristian con- 
tempt for the colored race we would now be at 
peace; that the authority of our Government 
would have long since been reéstablished over all 
our a or that if the spirit of the rebel- 
lion had still required to be repressed by the ee 
ence of military power, an army of disciplined 
freedmen would relieved the men of the 
North of the duty of maintaining it, and permitted 
them to return to their families and the profitable 
peaceful life. Has not our preju- 
dice furnished men, money, and supplies to our 
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secept the idea that thé negro was fit to be a free- 
man or a soldier. Congress, slowly escaping 
from this pesjudice, halted in its great duty, an 
our good and-sagacious President could not see a 
« military necessity” in a measure which he was 
led to believe would demoralize the Army and ar- 
restenlistments. Meanwhile the men who would 
so gladly have earned their om by serving 
us were coffled and driven South to raise supplies 
for the rebel army, to laborin forge and foundery 
to dig trenches and rear breastworks, and to man 
ns aimed at those whose retire | them 
they were ready to hail as a Heaven-granted bless- 


ing. , 

Sir, the sailor who enters our Navy gets no 
bounty. He accepts the chance for prize money 
as its fair equivalent; yet a few weeks are we 

an act authe the transfer to the Navy 
of twelve thousand soldiers to whom we had 
given Government and municipal bounties. It 
was not that they could be spared from the Army; 
for while the measure was undér consideration, 
or about that time, the President issued a call for 
two hundred thousand more soldiers. | marked 
the coincidence, and thought that God was thus 
teaching us the folly, the stupid, wicked folly of 
yielding to that prejudice which gentlemen on 
the other side of the House are now striving so 
ingeniously toexasperate. At the time we passed 
that act the press of the country was denouncing 
the inefficiency of the blockade and proclaiming 
the relative dhakpisend and abundant supply of 
foreign goods in confederate ports, and steamers 
and monitors which might have made the block- 
ade effective lay at-rented wharves in northern 
ports, the Department being unable to procure 
sailors to man them. No one will deny that the 
negro makes a good sailor. He seems to have a 
natural aptitude for the profession. You find him 
in the merchantmen of all nations, and he is wel- 
vomed by officersand men on all our national ves- 
sels. In this branch of the service negroes have 
always been employed, and our naval records 
vindicate them abundantly from the charge of cow- 
ardice with which honorable gentlemen on this 
floor so meanly asperse them. They constituted 
a large part of every crew our 
forth in the war of 1812, and their cou , asthe 
records prove, did much to add that effulgence to 
the stars of our flag in the light: of which the 








.* meteor flag of England”’ paled and grew dim. 


Had we welcomed the slaves of the South to our 
service, and treated them as men, the sails of our 
ships would not have flapped idly at city wharves 
and our country suffered because they were not 
filled by the free winds of the ocean. hen will 
we learn that ae serne of God permits no wrong 
to fe unpunished? . 
istory, itis said, reproduces itself, We speak 
of coincidences in history, and are often reminded 
that on the 19th of April, in two great national 
eras, Massachusetts blood was shed at the open- 
ing of great wars; and I may take the liberty, in 
the course of this discussion, of reminding the 
House that the first blood shed in each era was 
that of a negro. The first that flowed in Massa- 
chusetts was prior to that which sanctified the 
coe of Lexington. It was the life-blood of 
eter ek eet nee eh Se died oak : 
Boston nst soldiery; and, as 
had oceasion to su e last 
ing, before the blood of Massachusetts had dyed 
the streets of Baltimore that of a negro man, 
Nicholas Biddle, hastening with less than five 
hundred volunteers from Pennsylvania to the de- 
fense of this capital, had stained the streets of 
thatcity through which the little column marched. 
It may be a mere coincidence; but these cers 
tainly are facts which it become oto 
lators, who oN »88 to believe that * all men are 
created equal,”’ to bear in mind, ey pene 
which should have done something to remove the 


rejudice which has | d us 80 heavily, espe- 
Gially witha the last z rete Lhe > na 
deed, as it has cursed million col- 


ily, mm 
ored Americans 
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who are in arms to fight the rebels should be in 


arms to fight our sons and brothers and friends? 
1 ask him to explain whether bis sympathies are 
with the white men in the North or are with the 
rebels in arms against their country. Why 
should these one hundred and thirty thousand 
fighting men be handed over to the other side, or 
be deducted from our strength? There is not, sir, 
in the ranks of our Army a soldier who will agree 
with the gentleman from Indiana. There is not 
a mother at home, praying night and morning for 
the welfare of her first boy on the field, who does 
not thank God that there are in the Army with 
him one hundred and thirty thousand men whom 
the gentleman from Indiana would transfer to the 
enemy, ordoom'to inaction. There is nota man 
who loves his country who will not arraign the 
oo of one who would strike such a force 
rom our ranks, whether he would absolutely 
hand it over to the enemy or not. They ought 
not to have been enlisted, says the gentleman; and 
they have not been used so as to protect our sol- 
diers. Ah! sir, if his son or brother be in the 
Army, or if the sons and brothers of his friends 
are there, they will rejoice that the honors of Mil- 
liken’s Bend, Port Hudson, Fort Wagner, aud 
Olustee were won by colored regiments, and not by 
those to which they were attached. W hose blood 
would the gentleman from Indiana have desired 
to see shed there? Will he tell his constituents 
that the men from his district should have kept 
the negro safe from the batteries of Wagner and 
Hudson and Olustee? Will he go into his district 
and complain that they were not lidiana troops 
who were hacked to death, crucified, and burned 
in Fort Rillow? No, sir, he will not so argue to 
his constituents, When he confronts them on 
this subject he will cavil, he will qualify, he will 
explain, he will protest that the reportwhich will 
go forth is garbled; that in his opinjon it is well 
to use the negro to save the white man; that he 
rejoices that other men, men of darker hue than 
his friends and constituents, were put into the im- 
minent deadly breach on those occasions. 

It is well that we have enlisted these men. 
They have been used for the protection of white 
men, for the protection of the white man’s Gov- 
ernment, for the protection of the white man’s 
flag, and when so used have fou@ht gloriously 
in the hope of removing from the mind and heart 
of the white men of Tesecinns who have mind 
and heart, that prejudice which while it has op- 
pressed them has cursed those whom it has con- 
trolled. 

Sir, when it was talked of enlisting negro sol- 
diers we were told on the other side of the 
House that it would reduce our great army— 
then under command of General MeClellan—to 
the condition of Falstaff’s ragged corps; that 
white soldiers would lay down their arms; that 

e announcement that we would permit negroes 
to bear arms would assure the success of the re- 
bellion by a general exhibition of treason and 
desertion on the partof our armies. They were 
fools or traitors who believed that the hatred of 
our soldiers of the negro was more intense than 
their love of their country. 

Tell me, you, or any of you who witnessed the 

of Burnside’s splendid corps through this 
city the other day, whether you wished those 
eight thousand stalwart men of African descent 
were not in the Army. ‘Tell me whether, as 
they marched down the broad streets, crowds of 
the wounded and maimed soldiers of the veteran 
reserve corps did not cheer them on. Tell me 
which of you did not admire the cheerfulness 
with which they marched toward the field which 
has been so fatal to those of their race who have 
been permitted to precede them. Tell me whether 
picked men from all your Statés are not ready to 
take command among them. 1 do not believe 
that able and tried soldiers are anxious to move 
at the-head of a column of cowards, and I know 
that in our Philadelphia school for the instruction 
‘of officers for these regiments the gentieman’s 
State is largely represented by men who are used 
to the whistling of the rifle-ball aud the boom and 
roar of the cannon. Two, at least, of the Indiana 
soldiers who graduated there had received the 
en, baptism of battle at Pea Ridge. 

The gentleman talks about the courage of these 

and doubts it. Sir, has he siept from the 


of this war? Has he read no page of 
mmertial Diaabape «He says they will degrade our 
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Army. Will he tell us what influence the Tur- 
cos have exercised upon the armies of France ? 
Will he tell us what influence the Sepoys have 
exercised upon the army of Great Britain? Will 
he énlighten usas to the complexion of the British, 
French, and Dutch armies in. the West Indies? 
They, are negroes, negroes all. . And, sir, it is 
impossible to conceive that mere: igne 





yrance of 

rejudice against the negro alone would exclude 

im from our Army and Navy. Opposition 
to this measure, conceal the fact as gentlemen tay, 
springs from sympathy with the rebellion or blind 
devotion to human slavery. It is a shrewd de- 
vice by which it ia hoped to impose such griev- 
ous burdens u the people of the North as will 
make them yield to suggestions of peace. It can 
come from no other motive than love of slavery 
or apuge with the so-called confederacy. 

r. er, the men of this era of whom the 
poet will sing in highest strains, the men whom 
the orator will most eulogize, the men in this 

rand civil war of whem the historian wiil write 

is most glowing panegyrics, are the negro sol- 
diers of the loyal Kear I never see a wounded 
soldier that] donot honorhim. [ cannot behold 
a column of citizen soldiers moving over yonder 
bridge or embarking for the field of battle with- 
out the tenderest emotions, I read the story ot 
the battle-fields enriched by the blood of the cul- 
tivated, beautiful, and brave, and a heart swells 
with pride as | contemplate the gallantry of our 
countrymen. But white men fight for their coun- 
try, for the glorious traditions of their ancestors, 
for their homes, their wives, and their children. 
Not so with the poor negro of the southern States. 
a has no country, and wanting that, lacks all 
else. 

L hail it as a sign of progress that gentlemen 
on the other side of the House talk to-day of a 
slave’s wifeand children. Oh! have three yeare 
brought you so far forward that you behold in 
the mother of a slave’s child a woman and a 
a wife? Have three years of terrible war 

rought you so far forwerd that im that little 
breathing, immortal being you see the child and 
not the cliestel2 Who will deny that we are mak- 
ing progress? It may be slow, but when you ad- 
mit that they are wife and child it shows that 
some little nen has been made where, judg- 
ing by the light of experience, it would be least 


——_ 
ir, [found in a paper from my city, the Press 
of yesterday, the story of the death of one with 
whom I played in the earliest. days of my child- 
hood of which memory has a hold. e were 
then younger than the light-haired child that 
stands by the corner of the Clerk’s desk. He 
grew to manhood an elegant gentleman; he was 
skilled in art and gifted with a rare voice, and a 
proficient in music. His education was liberal, 
and his manners and tone those of a gentleman. 
In early manhood he found admission to societ 
from which his wife and sisters, who, hanes 
worthy, well educated, and weil bred as he, were 
excluded. They could st that their father 
was a soldier of the revolutionary army and 
had endured the horrors of the Baitish prison- 
ship, and point with just pride to his high stand- 
ing as a man of enterprise and probity during 
the many years in which he was a leading sail- 
maker of what was then the first commercial 
port of the country; and they could speak of the 
incidents of foreign travel; but they were, in the 
estimation of people like the gentleman from In- 
diana, incapable of the courtesies of life, and of a 
race thatis — in ovo pans a from 
degradation he went to on and engaged in 
business, and was prosperous. | ask the Clerk to 
read why he returned, where he is, and how he 
borne thither. 
e Clerk read, as follows: 
“A Soupier’s Funerat.—The military escort whien 


surrounds the hearse, bearing our streets to the 
grave eee who has the service of bis 


St. 
churein, Pilth below Walnut street, with military hongrs. 
Sixteen of his late enmmanine sompnmne set by a sergeant, 
formed the funeral escort, and fired the three volicys of 
musketry over his grave preseribed by thre Army reguia- 


“* Sergeant Major Forten was the son of the late James 


F 
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Yorten, so long and so favorably known in this communit » || duct and capabilities of that race. I say that the The SPEAKER, It might be made as an 
especttily to the merchants and mariners of our city, e amendment and the Senate asked to concur in it. 


ini. Cerenrere ntleman lauds the institution of slavery-—— 
ieiaeden, Seesets nupennncteh sonadiaians came Mr. CLAY. [ask the gentleman trom Penn- ||| Mr. MORRILL. [ move that amendment, as 
stationery house in the Poultry. On observing that the || sylvania to yield to me for a few moments. it is very important that it should be made. 
Re ra ane ec olared race to armeyand |/ “Mr. KELLEY. f the gentleman will hear || The SPEAKER. The Chair hears no objec- 
nnd (he cnivation of liberty Iteelf, heat onee canceled his |, He Sentence {am about to utter, perhaps there || tion; and a message will be sent to the Senate, 
bdsiness cugagements in fingiand and hastened to this his || will be no necessity for him to interrupt me. with a request to make the change in that way. 
native cily to offer his services to his country. Finding that Mr. CLAY. They are putting the negroes of Mr. PATTERSON. I wish tosay a sak by 
Kentucky under people who are cheating them of || ,way of correction of the remarks made by the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Wituams.} He 


by the existing laws he could not be commissioned an 
half their earnings. My friend from Massachu- 
8 what | have heard mranendly stated upon 
in the pabli 








































































ucation and peculiarly fitted by general character for such 
a responsible position, he resolved to enlist re 
When counseled to refleet again on his determ and 
advised that bis age, about fifty years, made it doubtful 
whether he could undergo the fatigues and privations of 
the serviee, that his education was vastly superior to his 
fellow-soldicrs, that his habits and associations were strik- 
ingly dissimilar, and that no consideration or allowance 
could be given to these peculiarities, he replied that the 
reasons urged why he should not go into the service, with 
the exeeption of the one regarding his age, were incentives 
for him to voluuteer. His country, he said, asked her col- 
ored children to rally to her defense, and those of them 
who had been blessed with education should be foremost 
in responding to the call. Actuated by these patriotic mo- 
tives, he enlisted in the forty-third regiment, in which his 
talents were soon remarked, and he was made sergeant 
major. He was soon detailed on special service and or- 
dered fo report to Colonel 8.M. Bowman, chief mustering 


officer to command colored troops, though qualified by ed- 
setts [Mr. Exsor] admitted it was probably true. 

Mr. KELLEY. I decline to yield further. The floor, and what I have seen stated in the ic 
gentleman’s rambling remarks have eothlag se do 
with the question under consideration. In the 
general discussion he complained of the treat- 
ment the freedmen are receiving at the hands of 
Government officials and others who employ 
them. He says these people cheat them out of 
half their earnings. I fear this may be true; and 
to prevent it I have implored Congress to estab- 
lish a Freedmen’s Bureau. But itis apparent that 
the gentleman’s sympathies are not excited by the 
wrongs perpetrated on the poor negroes. His 
complaint is not that they are cheated out of half 


rints of the country, that the first man whose 

lood was shed in this war was from the State of 
Massachusetts. Now, sir, no man honors the 
State of Massachusetts more than I do, but she 
can well afford, her quiver is so full of glorious 
arrows, to give to the little State of New Hamp- 
shire the glory which belongs*to her. The man 
who first poured out his blood in this contest, and 
who enlisted in a Massachusetts regiment in the 
city of Lowell, was a brave boy of the little town 
of Alexandria in my district; and when his re- 
mains were borne homeward to the spot which 


and recruiting officer for colored troups for the State of their earnings, but that it is done by * thieves,’’ || he glorified, the werncepoaen in ye a 
Maryland. tte entered into the business of reeruiting in robbers, scoundrels, and other official per- churchyard of his native village in New Hamp- 
thai State with intense zeal, and showed ability of the || sonages who have relieved them from slavery— shire, tuk ° 
ore ef tatiana, wel be hie apie nk ctguente, || & 8yStem which,under color of law, cheated them || merely wished to utter these words of expla- 
and his example, he largely ental th Ge a suc. |, out of all their earnings, and appropriated their || nation, because I believe it is due to my own 
cess which has attended Colonel Bowman’s efforts to raise || babes as chattels for the market. nhapp as || State, and she should not be robbed of that glory 
ee - Smet. That smett, in reporting 2 their present condition may be, it does leave them || by another, 

¢ Philadelphia supervisory committee, commende m ° ; i : i . 
Gu fh Shidlor med &quotloman, Inipsled ey seulous deve. “ed lenat ~ baronet of the children ~ eae _ Mr. STEVENS. | now call the previous ques 
tion to the cause of his race and his country, he exerted || 101NS8; It does secure them transportation beyon 


tion. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I have modified my amend- 
ment, which was to strike out the word ‘* pay,”’ 
by moving to strike out the word “ pay”? and all 
that follows it in that section, and inserting the 
following: 

As other soldiers in the regular or volunteer service : 
Provided, however, that the pay of the private soldier of 
the Army shall be twenty dojlars per month (rom and after 
the Ist day of January, 1864, with a corresponding in- 
crease in the pay of the non-commissioned officers. 

Mr. STEVENS. I suggest that this has noth- 
ing to do with fixing the pay of the regular Army. 

he SPEAKER. The Chair now regards the 
amendment as out of order from the fact that it 
changes the existing law. =~ 

Mr. HOLMAN. It is too late to raise that 
point of order. ; 
~ The SPEAKER. The gentleman must not 
state that itis too late, because he has but just 
modified his amendment, 

Mr. HOLMAN. The provision from the Sen- 
ate also changes the existing law. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is probably 
aware, from his long service here, that in the Sen- 
ate it is allowable under their rules that amend- 
ments changing existing laws shall be offered 
when reported by a standing committee of that 
‘body. tin the House of Representatives we 
act under a different rule. 

Mr. HOLMAN. But when the Senate makes 
ach in the existing law is not a modification 
founded upon that change in order? ' 

The SPEAKER. Anamendmentoffered here 
must be in accordance with the rules of the House. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I must,although reluctantly, 
take sanrers from the decision of the Chair, upon 
the g that if the Senate has a right to insert 
in such a bill as this a legislative provision affect- 
ing an existing law, certainly the House must 
have a right to amend the provisien mer insert. 

The KER. The Chair is here to 
enforce the rules of the House and not those of 
the Senate. He decides, according to the rules 


the lines of their former owners’ plantation; and 
it does open the way through freedom to a better 
life to those of the race who have capacity and 
energy and feel the glow of emulation. It istoo 
| late for the gentleman to hope to make converts 
by sounding the praises of slavery in comparison 
with any phase of freedom. 

Mr. Spea er, | repeat that when we remember 
the cooland determined courage with which these 
men, without country, home, family, or name, 
save such as Tom, Jim, or Dick, t without 
pay, and in the face of almost certain death, for 
the flag and institutions which inspire their poor 
hearts with hope for their race, we cannot doubt 
that the poet, orator, and historian will find in- 
spiration in their unselfish devotion to a great 
cause. But dark will be the colorsin which they 
will paint the actions of those who, while accept- 
ing the services of such heroes, would withhold 
from them the recognition of their common hu- 
manity. Let such men not hope that posterity 
will fail to do them justice too. 

The bill before us is the more important because 
our enemies are fiendishly discriminating against 
negro soldiers. They deny the colored prisoner 
of war all the rights of a soldier; they murder 
him in =e blood, aa br turn to ——_ cite 
our example in proof of the propriety of t j- 
udice that governs’ them. “Why, say t s. 
“shall we recognize the negro as a soldier enti- 
tled to‘equality with our men while the Congress 
of the United States, the War Department, and 
the President withhold from them such recogni- 
tion? They make them fight without equal pay, 
and without hope of rank, and who shall brand 


us for discriminating against them in pursuance 
of such precedents pp scam 

*To obliterate this unjustand odious distinetion | 
is our privilege. Gentlemen on the other side of 
the House may consistently vote for its continu- 
ance; but the power of the House and the respons- 
ibility is with us of the Republican side, and 


himeetf beyond his powers of enduranee, and, when at- 
tacked hy sickness, it was soon seen that his prolonged la- 
bors had undermined his constitution. He died suddenly 
with erysipelas. He leaves a wife and boy in London, and 
Roete n teacher in the camp of the freedmen at Port 

Mr. KELLEY. Sir, among the colored men 
of the North 

Mr. CRAVENS. If the gentleman will yield 
to me, | will move that the Bouse adjourn. 

Mr. KELLEY. [do not wonder that the gen- 
eer the House to adjourn, but I decline 
to yield. 

ir,as I was about to remark, among the colored 
_men of the North there are many other instances 
like that of the paper of my young childhood. 
Men of high culture and considerable estates, men 
of refinement and accomplishments, who at ten 
dollars per month, and with no chance of promo- 
tion, have hurried into the ranks of our Army to 
aight for the preservation of a country, the logic 
of whose institutions assures freedom at some 
future day to their posterity and race. They 
have gone relying on the justice of the American 
people for the just reward of their valor and pa- 
trictism. Surely such men will be remembered 
in song and hi ry 4 

But the four millions of the South fight without 
a country, withouta home, withouta family; nay, 
such are the blessings of the institution of sla- 
very which the gentleman from Kentucky so lauds, 
that they have not even been permitted to have a 
name lest it might tempt them to think of secur- 
ing a home and maintaining the integrity of their 
family. Sis, home and family are very dangerous 
to such despotism as has prevailed in the South. 

Mr. CLAY. As the gentleman seems anxious 
to hear me, | will interrupt him for a moment.” 

Mr. KELLEY. Be brief. 

Mr.CLAY. The gentleman seems to be a pro- 
found scholar of history. He knows the history 
apparently of all the nations of the earth, and of 
every individual in those nations. But he seems 
to be deficient in the history of his own State, 1 








refer him back to the war of 1812-14. The State mendment is not in order, 
of Pennsylvania as well as other States sent brave iw. Prom that A 
troops to fight the British, but when these troops erga 


reached the northern of our . 
the lakes, there was a nine eeleebwboen State 
lines and ae boundaries. ae 
Mr. KELLEY. As that was before my birth 
Mer GEA ant 0 silira ke abitia, 
Mr. « I want to in m 
and he refuses to yield for the purpose, __ 
_ Mr. KELLEY. It has no pertinency to the 


ing ert Saleen 
g WEBS. shard like to know: shatter 
negroes or the white men raised that question 
Mr. .. Ldectine to yield further, 1 
ver heard that my State had any negroes in the 
Army in 1812, and we are now discussing the con- 
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Mr. COX. That is to say, if the amendment 
offered in the House be germane to that of the 


Senate. AG : 
The SPEAKER. The Chairis here to admin- 
ister.the rules of the House, and the rules of the 
House, differing from the rules of the Senate, 
provide that amendments ——— laws 
are not in order on appropriation ills, , 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 95, nays 25; as follows: 
s 3. C. Allen, Alley, Allison, Ames 
PR Lacorge ene otyy nh pm fy A arm a 
ter, Beaman, Blaine, Jacob B. Blair, Boutwell, Boyd, Bran- 
degee, Broomatl, Willian G. Brown, Chanler, eae 
Creswell, Henry Winter Davis, Dawes, Deming, Dixon, 
Dounelly, Eckley, Eliot, Farnsworth, Fenton, Frank, Gar- 
field nes errick, Higby Hooper, Hotchkiss, Asabel 
ul 


> 
W. Hubbard, Uuiburd, Hutehins, Jenekes, Julian, Kelley, 
ix W. Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, King, Knapp, Loan 
Foose Tans arvin, MeBride McCla Melndoe? 


or L ear 
Mocrhend, orrill, Danie! Mc Misrieva, Kents Myers, 
Norton, Odell, Charies O'Neill Patterson, Perham, 
Perry, Pike, Pomeroy, Price Alexander H. Rice, John H. 
Rice, Edward UH. Rollins, Schenck, §cofield, Shannon, 
Sloan, Smith, Spalding, Stevens, Strouse, Stuart, Thayer, 
Thomas, Upson, Elihu B. Washburne, William B. Wash- 


burn, Whiley, heeler, Chilton A. White, Williams, Wil- 


son, Windam, Fernando Wood, and Yeaman—95. 

NAYS—Messrs. Cox, Dawson, Denison, Eden, Eld- 
ridge, Finek, Grider, Harding, Harrington, Benjamin G. 
Harris, Holman, cele eeeee Law, Le Blond, Me- 
Dowell, McKinney, William H. Miller, Noble, John 
O'Neill, Samuel J. Randall, Robinson, James 8. Rollins, 
Ross, John B, Steele, and Stiles—25. 


So the appeal was laid on the table. 

During the roll-call, 

Mr. ELDRIDGE stated that Mr. Brown, of 
Wisconsin, was detained from the House by sick- 
ness in his family. i 

Mr. COX announced that Mr. Penpieton had 
paired off with Mr. Kasson. 

The result of the vote was announced as above 
recorded. — + 

Mr. HOLMAN. I now renew my original 
motion to strike out the word * pay.” 

The SPEAKER. The Chair doubts whether 
the gentleman can renew it. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Isnotthe motion still pend- 


ing? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania demanded the previous question. The 
gentleman from Indiana modifie¢ his amendment, 
and the Chair raled it out of order. From that 
decision the gentleman appealed, and the appeal 
has been laid upon the ta % . 

Mr. HOLMAN. [asked leave to modify it, 
and the Chair did not receive the modification. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will entertain the 
motion. It is to strike out the word * pay.”’ 

Mr. STEVENS. That original motion was 
modified and a new one was made, which has 


been ruled out of order, and of course he cannot. 


now go back to the first. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana 
was correct in hisstatement, Heoriginally moved 
to strike out the word ‘ pay”? and he sought 
to modify it. The Chair pronounced the modi- 
fication out of order, and from that decision the 
gentleman from Indianaappealed. The decision 
of the Chair was sustained; and therefore the 
original amendment remained. 

-SCHENCK. With the permission of the 

nan from Pennsylvania, | desire to make 

some little explanation in reference to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. STEVENS. If the gentleman from Ohio 
will renew the motion for the previous question, 
Mr. SCHENCK. I will rene Speak 

Rs . I will renew it. Mr, er 
observing that this relates to equalizing the pay 
of soldiers of the Army, \ ‘have come 
to my desk repeatedly to inquire about the bill, 
rene that it emanates from the Committee 
on Military Affairs. I have been asked, too, in 
the same connection wh 
from she Committee on ’ 
was nothing contained in it about increasing the 
pay of the soldiers generally. I will take ad- 
vantage of the permission given me by the gen- 
eee Pen aoe Mr. Stevens] to ex- 
plain the status of uestion, as it presents 
itself now before the se : 


there 


The Senate a bill (No. 145) to equali 
the pay of. 8 of the United meet ices. 


i bill on this House veoeoeed to 
v t 7 * r 73 . Mt Affair ‘s. ao reported 
Ceeeeeetiee picune weedtipation of. the 
sections relating to the equalization of the pay of 


if it were a bill coming || side 
Military Affaire 


the colored troops with that of the whites, and 
appended to it several other sections increasing 
the pay of all the soldiers of the Army, and pro- 
viding for some other matters in connection with 
Army pay. The Senate growing impatient, per- 
haps, for action on bill No. 145, has taken that 
same bill which was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs in the House and has attached 
ittothe Army appropriation bill. And thus it is 
that this subject comes before the House now from 
the Committee of Ways and Means as an amend- 
ment to the amendment made by the Senate. 

As this whole subject has been before the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and as that committee 
has discussed and considered and reported upon 
it, I propose, with the leave of the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, to take so 
much of this bill which was reported back yester- 
day as covers this very ground, as embodies in 
the main what is here before us to-day, and move 
it as a substitute for these three sections which 
the Senate has putin this bill as part of its amend- 


ments, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Being in- 
terested in the proposition, I woald like to know 
from the gentleman from Ohio how he proposes 
to get it in. 

Mr.SCHENCK. By being permitted to offer 
it as a substitute, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. That would 
be an amendment in the third degree. 

Mr.SCHENCK. I think not. | was prepared 
for that exception, and as 1 saw that the gentle- 
man from Indiana [Mr. Houman] had ht or 
friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. Stevens} | fell 
back upon the bill, and propose my amendment 
as a substitute for the original text. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chairsupposes that the 
amendment may be goannas to the eighth amend- 
ment of the Senate, but it is the sixth that is now 
under consideration. 

Mr.SCHENCK. This sixth amendment con- 
sists of what are called sections two, three, and 
four. I propose to strike out these sections two, 
three, and four, and to insert the matter we have 
reported. 

he SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
is not correct. The House has not reached the 
fourth section. That is the eighth amendment 
of theSenate. Weare now considering the sixth 
amendment, which ends at the close of the sec- 
ond section. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Am | to understand that 
there is no possibility of reaching by any action 
these subsequent sections? 

The SPEAKER. Certainly, when we reach 
them. The House has considered five amend- 
ments, and is now considering the sixth. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Does the previous question 
apply to all of the amendments? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood it 
only to a ply to the sixth amendment. 

Mr. ST ENS. _ I did not make that distinc- 
tion. I supposed 1 was moving the previous 
question on all the amendments. 

The SPEAKER... That would cut off the gen- 
tleman from Ohio from offering his amendment. 

Mr.SCHENCK. Byan arrangement with the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
it was understood that the Committee on Military 
Affairs should have the opportunity of presenting 
such modifications as they have ag on to the 
amendments of the Senate. 

The SPEAKER. Ifthe gentleman from Penn- 

lvania will call the previous i only epee 

is amendment of the Senate the gentleman from 
Ohio will then have an opportunity of presenting 
his amendment to the eighth amendment of the 
Senate, to which it properly applies. The sixth 
amendment of the Senate now is only under con- 


ration. 
M:. SCHENCK. Will the Chair be kind 
enough to state what this sixth amendment is? 
The SPEAKER. It has been reported by the 


Mr. SCHENCK. What does it include? 

TheSPEAKER. A variety of appropriations 
of various kinds. 
_ Mr-SCHENCK. Does it involve what is des- 
ignated there as section two of the bill? 

The SPEAKER. It does. 

Mr. SCHENCK. And it applies to nothing 


else? 
' The SPEAKER. Nothing else. 








MESSAGE FROM THE SENATR. 


A message was received from the Senate by 
Mr. Hicker, their Chief Clerk, informing the 
House that the Senate had } a bill of the 
House (No. 371) for the relief of the settlers upon 
certain lands in California, without amendment. 

Also, that the Senate had a bill (No. 
185) to establish a branch of the Mint of the Uni- 
ted States at Dalles City, in the State of Oregon; 
in which he wus directed to ask the concurrence 
of the House. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL—-AGAIN. 


Mr. STEVENS. Well, Mr. Speaker, the 
amendment of the gentleman has, in my judg- 
ment, one very obnoxious feature in it; but | am 
willing to submit it to the vote of the House. I 
will therefore consider his amendment as in, and 
call the previous question u it. 

Mr. SCHEENCK. e propose but one 
amendment to the sixth amendment of the Sen- 
ate; and that is, to strike out the word ** Janu- 
ary”’’ and insert the word “ May.” Having pro- 
vided for this equalization, but the matter having 
gone on until the present time without its bein 
a provision of law, we thought it better that it 
should commence at the present time. 

TheSPEAKER. TheChair hardly thinks that 
would be pertinent to the amendment that is now 
pending, : 

Mr. SCHENCK. To obviate that objection, 
then, I will move to strike out the whole section, 
and to insert in its place the same scetion with the 
amendment I have cndpontet 

Mr. SHANNON. Is that in order? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania withdraws the demand for the previous 
question to enable the gentleman from Ohio to 
offer his amendment. 

Mr. STEVENS. Ido not think the House 
ought to adopt the amendment, but as the gen- 
tleman desires it | am willing a vote should be 
taken upen it, 

Mr, STEELE, of New York. [rise toa ques- 
tion of order. Does not this amendmentinvolve 
a change of the existing law? 

‘Mr. SCHENCK. 1 will state to the gentle- 
man that it is prewesty the same with the altera- 
tion of a single word. 

Mr. STEELE,.of New York. And I submit 
that that single word changes the existing law, 
and therefore renders theamendment out of order. 

‘The SPEAKER, The Chair thinks it is ger- 
made forthe reason that it is precisely the amend- 
ment of the Senate with the exception of changing 
the word ‘* January’’ to t* May.’’ The amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Indiana changed the 
pay of a different class of soldiers from that pro- 
vided for by the amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. STEELE, of New York... Ido not wish 
to discuss the question, bat [ understood the 
Chair to state in respect to theamendment of the 
gentleman from Indiana that the word ‘*May” 
could not be substituted for “ January.” 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not so state. 
The Chair stated that the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Indiana changed the existing law, 
but the Chair now decides. that the amendment 
of the gentleman from Ohio changing * January” 
to * May”’ is germane, and therefore in order. 

Mr.SCHENCK, I will not undertake to make 
any further explanation upon that point. I de- 
sire to make a single remark to explain wity we 
have not introd & provision for increasing the 
pey of ali the soldiers, These amendments of the 

nate are in reference to the of colored troops 
only. If that portion lé appropriation bill 
relating to the pay of the soldiers in the Army is 
again before us for consideration, asit probably 
will be, we shall then report un amendment in 
favor of increasing the pay of our Army; there- 
forel have bropaged nothing whatever upon that 
subject at present. [ would like now to have our 
entire amendment to the remaining amendments 
of the Senate read for the purpose of saving the 
a Cen ae further explanation in the matter. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

Sins Ot parennnot onter whe ave been or may be mur- 
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tered into ilitary service of the United States shall 
receive the same uniform, clo 


, arms, equipments, 
medical attendance, 
camp en hospita! atre — 


Reavis cmmontarutariae 


and that every person of color who shall hereafter 


ag 
g 





t 
: 
: 
3 


$e em 





ae 


' such regulation as he 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


April 30. 





mustered inte the service shall receive such sums in bounty 
as the President shall order in the different States and parts 
re Snare not exceedi 108. 

rc, 2. further colored per- 
son enlisted and mustered into service ty = neal yo 
der the call dated October 17, 1863, for three hundred thou- 
sand volunteers who was at the time of eniistment actually 
enratied and to draft in the State in which he vol- 
unteered, shall receive from the U; States the same 
amount of bounty as was paid to white soldiers under said 
call, not éxceeding in any case §100, 

Sec. 3. And be it enacted, That In every ense 
where it shall be to appear to the satisfaction of the 
Scerctary of War, that any regiment, or any battery, or any 
company of cavairy of colored troops, has been enlisted 
and mustered into the service of the United States, under 
any authorized assurance given by any officer or agent of 
the United States, or by any Governor of any State, au- 
thorised therate by: the President or the Secretary of Wer, 
that the won-commissioned officers and privates of such 
regiment, bait 
other troops of the same arm 
be so paid for the period of time from the date of 
their being respectively mustered into service to the 
lat day of May, A. D. 1864. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That there may be re- 
served at the discretion of the War, dnd under 

may & portion of the pay 
of any colored soldier, not exceeding in any case main ean 
one third thereof, to be applied to the su of the family 
of such soldier, or of other near relatives dependent on him 
for support. 

Mr. SCHENCK. It will be observed that the 
amendment I have moved has received the assent 
of the Committee on Military Affairs of this 
House. 1! do not intend to occupy the attention 
of the House further than to explain the amend- 
ment we propose to the bill of the Senate, and 
which I have just moved to the pending measure. 

In the first section we pro to strike out 
January, so that the equalization shall commence 
in May, that is to-morrow, instead of dating it 
back to January. 

In the next section we have moved to amend 
so as to put it in the singular number iustead of 
the plural number; and at the conclusion of it we 
move to strike out the words “ without regard to 
color,”’ and in liew thereof to insert the words 
**ast was paid to white soldiers under said. call, 
not exceeding in any case $100.’’ ‘The bill of the 
Senate limits it perhaps to $100. [tis not certain 
that it does. It is oy ee under it they 
may not get $402 and $300 added together. To 
sake that clear we have expressly provided that 
the bounty shall not in any case exceed $100. 

The next section isexpressly intended to app! 
to the regiments which entered the service wit 
the assurance that they would be paid as other 
troops. I speak of the fifty-fourth and fifty-fifth 


Massachusetts regiments, and the first South Car- 
olina regiment, Senate provide that— 
Alt persons of color who have been and mustered 


into the service of the United States 


ing such pledge or ise, acted of the War 
ent; Seeretary of War is hereby author- 
ized to determine any question of fact arising uader this 


provision. 

The Committee on Mili Affairs amended 
that so as to make it provide that— _ 

In every case where it shall be made to appear to the 
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The next section, which the gentleman. from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. Stevens) thinks more ob- 
jectionable than any other, provides that 

There may be reserved, at the discretion of the Secretary 
of War, and under such regulation as he may prescribe, a 
portion of the pay of any colured soldier, not exceeding in 
any case more than one third théreof, to be applied to the 
support of the family of such soldier, or of other near rela- 
tives dependent on bim for support. 

The gentleman from New York {[Mr. Ganson] 
in this discussion, thought that that was in the 
we pees. amendment from the Senate. He was 
ed into the error, | presume, by hearing that it 
was in the bill reported from 
Mititary Affairs of the House. The reason which 
induced the committee to report that as a modifi- 
cation of this section of the Senate is simply this: 
while there are a number of colored soldiers who 
have enlisted in Massachusetts and other free 
States, and whoare able to take care of the money 
they may receive, there are large numbers who 
have been recruited in the slave States who are 
careless, imiprovident, or so situated that it is 
thought necessary in theif absence that their fam- 
ities should be looked to, and that a portion of 
their pay should be reserved for that purpose. It 
is for a guardianship over that class of colored sol- 
diers who come to us frequently from plantations. 
It is not a subtraction from their pay, but an ap- 
plication of a portion of it for the benefit of their 
families, which application they are not able to 
make themselves. 

Now, sir, the first question is upon the amend- 
ment to the first section to strike out “‘January”’ 
and insert ‘* May,’’ and I shall need make no fur- 
ther explanation when the other questions come 
up in the bill, ; 

Mr. STEVENS. Will it be in order by gen- 
eral consent for the gentleman to move what he 
refers to as a substitute for what was reported 
from the Committee of Ways and Means 

The SPEAKER. It would be in order, but 
the amendment reported by the Ways and Means 
was to the eighth amend ment of the Senate. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Then I will move to strike 
outthe second, third, and fourth amendments, and 
insert the same matter as modified by the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. STEVENS. What | propose is that the 
vote shall be taken at once upon this substitute. 

Mr. J.C. ALLEN. Unless the amendments 
are opened to further amendments, I object. 

Mr. COX. Give usa vote upon the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Indiana. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move, then, the previous 
question upon the sixth amendment of the Senate. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The first question being on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Houtman, to strike out the word 


“na rn ‘ 
Mr. ANCONA called for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was put; and it was decided in the 
negative—yeas 52, nays 84; as follows: | 
YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Ancona, —— 
G. n, 


Committee on 


©. Qaitoln, Jacob B-2 Biair, Brooks, William 
i? ‘ » VOX, vens, is 
Harris Charles aM Hane Hekick, Holman, iy : John- 
on, Kernan, King, K Law, Le’Biond, 
paren ; Meine 
Riedail Robinson, Jaines 8.” Rollivs, 


Jon B. edie, Bulles ae 


ton A. White, Fernando Wood, and Yeaman—2. ” 
ee y, Allison, 








During the cali of the roll, wit ; 
Me. . that Mr. J.C. Wmre 
from the House | . 











Wilhasn H, Milter; James 









divided thereon; and there were—ayes 6], noes 


61. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair votes in the neg- 
ative; and the amendment is not to. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I demand tellers upon the 
amendment. ; 

Tellers were ordered; and. Mr. Scuence and 
Mr. Dawsow were sgpeinens. 

The House divided; aad the tellers reported— 
ayes 58, noes 65. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

The question recurring u agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senate, rs 

Mr, HOLMAN called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was put; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 80, nays 49; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alley, , Ames, Anderson, Arnold, 
John D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, , Jacob B. Blair, 
Blow, Boutwell, Rone. B Broomall, Cobb, Cole, 

n wes, Deming, Dixon, 


Donueliy, “Driggs, texte a Farnsworth, F 
n w enton 
Prank, Garhieit Grinnell Grawold, Higby Hooper, Hoteb- 

» John A. Hu Hulburd, 


kiss, Asahel AV. Hubbard 
Jenckes, Julian, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, Orlando Kel- 
logg, Loan, Longyear, Marvin, McBride, McClurg, Mc- 
inde, Samuel F. Miller, M ead, Morrill Daniel Mor- 
ris, Amos Myers, Norton, ell Charles O'Neill, Orth, 
Patterson, Perham, Pomeroy, Price, Samuel J. Randall, 
Alexander H. Rice, John H. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, 
Schenck, Scofield, Shannon, Sloan, Spalding, Stevens, 
Thayer, Upson, Fiihu B. ‘Washburne, William B. Wash- 
burn, Williams, Wilder, Wilson, and Windom—#0. 

NAYS — Messrs. James ©. Allen, Ancona, Brooks, 
William G. Brown, Chanler, Clay, Cox, Dawson, Denison, 
Eden, Eldridge, Finck, Grider, Hall, Harding, Harrington, 
Charles M. » Herrick, Holman, Kernan, , Knapp, 
Law, Lazear, ond, Long, Marey, McDowell, Mc- 
Kinney, William H. Miller, James R. Morris, Morrison, 
Noble, John O'Neill, Pe : Robinson, James 8. Rollins, 
Ross, Scott, Smith, John B: Steele, Stiles, Strouse, Voor. 
hees, Whaley, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, Fernando 

» and Yeaman—49. 

So the amendment of the Senate was agreed to. 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. ALLISON stated that Mr, Kasson was 
necessarily absent, and was paired off with Mr. 
PENDLETON. 

Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the Senate amendment was agreed to; and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 


e. ‘ 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STEVENS. Inow call the previous ques- 
tion on the balance of the amendments of the 
Senate. P 

Mr. SCHENCK. I hope the gentleman will 
allow me to offer some amendments. 

Mr. STEVENS. 1 withdraw the previous 
question long enough to saya single word. The 
chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs 
has already submitted to us what he intends as 
a substitute for the balance of the amendments. | 

reatly prefer the amendments of the Senate, and 
i will call the previous question and let the vote 
on that be a test vote between the two. We may 
just as well take atest vote in that way as in any 


Mr. SCHENCK. That will be no test vote. 
We will all go for the ious question in order 
that we ma on with our business. 

_Mr. ST S. Well, as the gentleman from 
Ohio seems anxious to have a vote on his amend- 
ments, lL baggest to him that he offer them as a 
whele as a substitute for the balance of the amend- 
ments of the Senate. 

‘The SPEAKER. The only embarrassment 
about that course is that the Committee of aren 
and Means recommend an amendment to t 
th eae the Senate. . 

Mr. ENS. The gentleman can move to 
strike out the whole of the Senate amendments, 
and insert his own in of HAs 





let me offer my amendment. There is no 
ciara Ceandesonsivemrtoee t wih olen tape 
The seventh amendment of the Senate was read, 


‘dhe call dated October 17,1863, for three hundred th ; 





